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I will make a few remarks upon the

portion of Scripture quoted by brother

Hyde in the discourse he has just deliv-

ered as follows—"Jesus said unto her, I

am the resurrection and the life: he that

believeth in me, though he were dead,

yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth

and believeth in me shall never die."

In all such sayings, and in every part

and portion of the revelations of God as

given to the children of men, or to any in-

dividual in heaven or on earth, to prop-

erly understand them, a man needs the

Spirit by which they were given—the

Spirit that reveals such matters to the

understanding, and makes them famil-

iar to the mind.

In the Scripture above quoted, the

death spoken of is a death that the intel-

ligent being undergoes, and never recov-

ers from: it is an eternal death. For the

body to decay, like a kernel of wheat that

is cast into the ground, is not considered

a death. Brother Hyde observed—"If the

germ of corn is not good, it all dies." That

is true: but if it is good, the corn does not

die; it is placed in the ground to yield an

increase. It is commonly termed death to

have the spirit and body separated; but

literally that is not death only to those

who are sons of perdition.

This earth is brought together and

organized from native elements as we

now behold it, our tabernacles in-

cluded. The matter of which all ani-

mate and inanimate existence is formed

is from all eternity, and it must remain to

all eternity, without beginning and with-

out end. There are certain portions of

this native element that will be refined

and prepared to enter into the celes-

tial kingdom—into the celestial family of

the celestial world. If the spirit honors

the body and the body honors the spirit

while they are here united, the particles

of matter that compose the mortal taber-

nacle will be resurrected and brought

forth to immortality and eternal life; but

it cannot be brought forth and made im-

mortal, except it undergoes a change, for

"dust thou art, and unto dust thou shalt

return." What for? To prepare the body

to be made immortal and fitted to dwell

in the presence of the Gods.

The death that Jesus referred to had

no reference to these bodies going into

the grave. He is the life and the light.

He is the resurrection; he is the power;

and "if you believe in me," says Jesus,

"you shall live forever—you shall be pre-

pared to dwell with me in my Father's

kingdom." If the question had then been

asked him, "Will not this body be placed

in the grave and return to its mother

earth?" his answer would have been,

"Yes, for otherwise you cannot be pre-

pared for that eternal life of which I have

been speaking—to live forever."


