DEATH—RESURRECTION, ETC. 29

dwell in the glory of the Father. To me all
these things are plain and easy. All we want
is to understand the very subject Jesus was
talking about, the nature of our organiza-
tions, the world we occupy, the laws by
which we are, and by which we continue
to exist.

Brother Hyde says, “Take the world,
and what do they know pertaining to the
things of God?” Do they know their right
hands from their left, figuratively speaking?
No. All that brother Hyde has said con-
cerning our important position is true. It
is beyond the power of man to fully unfold
it, though a portion has been beautifully
portrayed, and it seems that the people
should see things that are so plain. Were
it possible for the nations to gain power to
destroy this kingdom on the earth, by so
doing they would seal their eternal damna-
tion. That is as true as it is that Jesus died
for the sins of the world; as true as it is
that there is a heaven, a God, and that the
world exists, and the children of men dwell
upon it.

When the wicked seek to destroy this
kingdom, I can endure it tolerably well;
but when I see those who profess to be
Latter-day Saints taking a course to destroy
themselves, and to prove themselves chil-
dren of folly, children of darkness, it is a
great source of grief and regret to me.

All mankind have the principles of eter-
nal life implanted within them. Much has
been taught in regard to this and to the
agency of the children of men. God has
organized the spirit and placed it in a tab-
ernacle—has given it certain capacity and
certain laws, and it is as independent in its
sphere of action as are the angels and the
Gods in the heavenly worlds. It is for us to
act upon that intelligence that is ours in ev-
ery sense of the word; and if we do honor
to our tabernacles and to the spirits God
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has given us, we have the promise of eter-
nal life, which is the gift of God. This
promise is made to every son and daughter
of Adam, if they obey the conditions laid
down; and their names have been written
in the Lamb’s book of life from the begin-
ning, before we came into the world, and
they will remain there to all eternity, unless
we blot them out through a wicked course.

Try to understand the position you oc-
cupy, and then you will understand the say-
ings of the Apostles and Prophets. Thanks
be to the Lord our God for the understand-
ing he has already given us, for the spirit of
revelation he has bestowed upon us, and
for the holy Priesthood and the keys there-
of, by which the heavens are opened, and
by which men are enabled to understand
things as they are. God be thanked for the
intelligence there is with this people.

A week from next Friday it will be thir-
ty years since this Church was organized
with six members. The kingdom of God
has thirty years growth on the earth, and
does it not seem that we should be far ad-
vanced in the things of God? It does. At
a glance we should know and understand
many things that some are still in more or
less dubiety about. One Elder will say that
he knows nothing about God. “I believe in
the Father and the Son, and in the revela-
tions given through Joseph Smith; but to
really say that I positively know anything
of the true character of God, our Father in
heaven, I do not know that I can.” A few
moments’ reflection and the Spirit upon
the vision of the mind, and that same Elder
would say that he does know. Such state-
ments arise from a want of the vision of the
mind being opened to see things as they are
for a few minutes.

The whole Scriptures plainly teach
us that we are the children of that
God who framed the world. Let us
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