
I have been happy in hearing the breth-
ren bear their testimonies today, and I have 
a word of consolation and comfort for you.

I hope to live to see the day when the 
Lord will bring again Zion in its fulness, 
when the watchman will see eye to eye. 
This period of time is very desirable to ev-
ery good and faithful person, and I hope 
to see it before I lay down this tabernacle 
to rest.

I can say to the brethren, I do not think 
that I have ever heard a more satisfactory 
testimony from them than I have today. 
An observation made by brother George 
Halliday is true—that if a person suffers 
his feelings to rise above the natural level 
of his capacity, they will sink in the same 
ratio. He wished us not to consider him an 
enthusiast. I do not know that I have heard 
a person today that I thought to be en-
thusiastic. A firm, unchangeable course of 
righteousness through life is what secures 
to a person true intelligence. The brethren 
today have advanced a great many ideas 
which are true, manifesting an interesting 
and instructive variety. I am highly grati-
fied with the remarks I have heard.

We have very scanty ideas concerning the 
great plan called the plan of salvation—the 
system of doctrine, ideas, and practices that 
pertain to all the intelligence that exists in eter-
nity. Very small, minute, and abstract ideas

and principles are given to the children of 
men in relation to it, because they can bear 
but little—a little here and a little there, 
as it is written by the Prophet, “line upon 
line, and precept upon precept.” If you can 
receive one line today, it may prepare you 
to receive another tomorrow pertaining to 
the things of God. I am very happy and 
rejoice much, because I believe that I am 
now looking upon men and women who 
are steadily increasing in knowledge, firm 
in their integrity, truthful, and lovers of 
virtue in their hearts; though some, as has 
been observed, give way to temptation, are 
overcome by the enemy, and are led away. 
This we expect. As many as will be faithful 
to their calling, and manifest their faith by 
their good works, will find that they belong 
to the elect; and every one that forsakes his 
covenants and his God, and turns away 
from the holy commandments delivered to 
him, will find that he belongs to that class 
who are reprobates. God has given us abil-
ity to do good or evil. According to certain 
principles inherent in the organization of 
the people, they can believe the truth, or 
disbelieve it and believe a lie. They can fal-
sify, or cling to the truth. They can contin-
ue to do good, or forsake it and commence 
to do evil. Every man is capable of doing 
either good or evil: he has his own choice, 
and will be judged by his works.
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