
hell, if it would do any good. It is not for 
us to pray for them, because they have be-
come sons of perdition. You may pray for 
your persecutors—for those who hate you, 
and revile you, and speak all manner of evil 
of you, if they do it ignorantly; but if they 
do it understandingly, justice must take its 
course in regard to them; and except they 
repent, they will become sons of perdition. 
This is my testimony.

The vision given to Joseph Smith and 
Sidney Rigdon is the greatest vision I ever 
knew given to the children of men, in-
corporating more in a few pages than any 
other revelation I have any knowledge of. 
“This is the gospel, the glad tidings, which 
the voice out of the heavens bore record 
unto us,” state Joseph and Sidney, “That 
he came into the world, even Jesus, to be 
crucified for the world, and to bear the sins 
of the world, and to sanctify the world, and 
to cleanse it from all unrighteousness; that 
through him all might be saved whom the 
Father had put into his power and made 
by him; Who glorifies the Father, and saves 
all the works of his hands, except those 
sons of perdition who deny the Son after 
the Father has revealed him. Wherefore he 
saves all except them—they shall go away 
into everlasting punishment.”

Will the Methodists be saved? Yes. Will 
other sects? Yes. I think you could not now 
find an Elder in this Church who would 
rise up in a congregation and tell you that 
John Wesley is weltering in hell. Have the 
Elders ever preached such a doctrine? Yes, 
some of them have preached that all the 
Reformers, from the days of Christ and 
the Apostles until Joseph Smith received 
the Priesthood, must be damned. I do not 
think that you could now hear such doc-
trine from any of them.

There is  a chance for those who

have lived and for those who now live. 
The Gospel has come. Truth and light and 
righteousness are sent forth into the world, 
and those who receive them will be saved 
in the celestial kingdom of God. And many 
of those who, through ignorance, through 
tradition, superstition, and the errone-
ous precepts of the fathers, do not receive 
them, will yet inherit a good and glorious 
kingdom, and will enjoy more and receive 
more than ever entered into the heart of 
man to conceive, unless he has had a rev-
elation.

My heart is comforted. I behold the 
people of God, that they have been hunt-
ed, cast out, driven from the face of men. 
The powers of earth and hell have striven 
to destroy this kingdom from the earth. 
The wicked have succeeded in doing so in 
former ages; but this kingdom they can-
not destroy, because it is the last dispensa-
tion—because it is the fulness of times. It 
is the dispensation of all dispensations, and 
will excel in magnificence and glory every 
dispensation that has ever been commit-
ted to the children of men upon this earth. 
The Lord will bring again Zion, redeem his 
Israel, plant his standard upon the earth, 
and establish the laws of his kingdom, 
and those laws will prevail. No law can is-
sue from man or from any body of men 
to govern and control in eternal things; 
consequently, those laws must come from 
heaven to govern and control both Saint 
and sinner, believer and unbeliever, and 
every character upon the earth; and they 
will be issued according to the capacity, 
knowledge, and mode of life of the people 
to whom they are promulgated.

I will now call upon the brethren in the 
stand to speak, and let you have our testi-
mony, strength, and faith, as we have re-
ceived yours yesterday.

God bless you! Amen.
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