
Book of Mormon. We may learn how 
this great western hemisphere was first 
peopled—how God brought the people 
from the Tower of Babel and established 
them upon North America. We may be in-
formed of their history, of their numerous 
Prophets, concerning their wickedness and 
downfall. We may learn these things natu-
rally as natural men, whether in or out of 
the Church, without the gift and power of 
the Holy Ghost and authority communi-
cated from heaven resting upon us.

We cannot render ourselves any material 
service, or the world either, unless we have 
this power and authority: hence the propri-
ety of that passage of Scripture recorded in 
the 2nd chapter of Paul’s 1st Epistle to the 
Corinthians—“For what man knoweth the 
things of a man, save the spirit of a man 
which is in him? even so the things of God 
knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.” 
All our exertions, our reading, our medi-
tations, and our endeavors to obtain the 
truth, without we obtain it lawfully, and 
not as natural men and women, will prove, 
in a measure, unavailing, though it may 
serve in some degree to remove darkness, 
to manifest what has been done, or what is 
to be done.

I am well pleased with the remarks that 
have been made upon this stand, more 
especially in relation to some few of the 
testimonies that I have heard, particularly 
bearing upon this matter. We were told 
by individuals upon this stand that they 
knew this work to be true. We were told 
by brother Watt that he knew this to be 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. How do you 
know it? Just the same as the congrega-
tion know it. If the congregation have the 
gift and power of God to unfold the reve-
lations of heaven to themselves, then they 
can comprehend how it is that the speak-
ers know it is true. Though we may not

be masters of language to communicate to 
others, we can appeal to their senses upon 
this subject. Do you know the things of 
God? If this question were asked, the whole 
congregation, with few exceptions, would 
lift up their voices with one heart and one 
mind, and say, We know these things to be 
true. How do you know them? You know 
them by the manifestations of the Spirit 
to your own hearts. You don’t know them 
by having seen with the natural eye, or by 
having discerned them with the natural un-
derstanding. You don’t know them because 
you have seen the sick healed, or the blind 
receive their sight. You don’t know them 
because you have seen the lame made to 
walk, or laid your hands upon the sick and 
seen them raised to perfect soundness, but 
because God has made them manifest to 
your hearts. Light has shone from heaven 
upon your understandings. You have tasted 
of that light by the spiritual sensations, or 
the spiritual faculties of your mind. You 
have understood and feasted upon the light 
that has come from heaven; and by this you 
know that the principles you have received 
are true. Do we understand clearly and 
properly that which is contained in the var-
ious revelations that God has given through 
his ancient as well as through his modern 
Prophets? Do we understand them in their 
true light? If we do, it is because we have 
received manifestations to ourselves, by the 
gift and power of the Holy Ghost.

What are Prophets for? What are rev-
elators for? They are to reveal the truths 
of heaven for the benefit of the people. 
They bear testimony to the inhabitants 
of the earth, as you have heard declared 
from this stand, that the Lord has spoken 
and opened communications with men  
upon the earth, through the legitimate 
channel of his Priesthood. They also de-
clare that men have been called by revela-
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