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tion from God, and sent forth with au-

thority to baptize for the remission of

sins. You hear this testimony, which

is calculated to increase your confidence

and your faith in the principles of life.

The word of God which is planted in

your hearts begins to grow, to produce

joy, light, and happiness; your mind be-

gins to understand; you begin to receive

revelation, and to receive those commu-

nications from the heavens that cause

you to enjoy those blessings that you

have heard spoken of by the servants

of God. This makes all the Latter-day

Saints witnesses; and thus we have a

cloud of witnesses—a great army that

can witness the truths of heaven as they

have been revealed in these last days.

This Spirit of revelation gives the Latter-

day Saints boldness in their testimony.

What would have been our progress,

brethren and sisters, if we had gone forth

to the nations to publish these truths

without the power of the Holy Ghost ac-

companying us? Could we have borne up

under the power of persecution that has

been heaped upon us? Could we have

stood forth before the people and borne

testimony as natural men to the great

truths revealed from heaven? No, we

could not. We should have shrunk from

the task. It would have appeared too

great for us to perform. The powers of

darkness would have been able to crush

us before them, without the gift of the

Holy Ghost. The Lord foreknew this, and

consequently he never designed that the

great principles of his Gospel should be

published to the nations, only by the gift

and power of the Holy Ghost sent down

from heaven.

There are many revelations that

were given to the ancient servants of

God that we never can comprehend

without further revelation, and per-

haps some of them we shall never

understand in this state of probation.

One thing is certain—that we cannot

comprehend them, unless God shall

give more revelation and manifest many

things in their fulness which have

heretofore only been revealed in part.

Many things that were unveiled

to the ancient Prophets have become

very much corrupted by men who have

formed systems to suit their own dark-

ened minds. The revelations of John,

now so obscure, so dark, and so intricate,

that scarcely a person can comprehend

the great things that are pointed out to

take place in the last days, will be un-

folded. Now there is scarcely a man liv-

ing that can discern the meaning of the

Apostle.

When this revelation was given to

him, it was plain and simple, and easy

to be understood of men; and all peo-

ple possessed of the Spirit of the living

God could understand it, so far as it

was not sealed up. Some portions of it

the Lord designed that they should not

comprehend in that day. For instance,

what the seven thunders uttered and

several other things that are mentioned,

no man understands, and will not until

the proper time shall come. Since the

days of John, it has been changed and

altered by men who did not possess the

Spirit of revelation, and from them it has

been handed down to us in its present

imperfect form, and we never shall un-

derstand it until God reveals it unto his

servants the Prophets in the last days.

Then the things written in that book will

be plain, and we shall understand them.

So it is with regard to many rev-

elations contained in the New Testa-

ment. The 24th chapter of Matthew,

for instance, the sayings of Jesus to

his disciples have undergone the same

change in translation and in alter-

ations by corrupt men. It is true, the

Lord has given us information and be-

stowed upon us great favor by new


