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look around upon this assembly, and

when I see them partaking of this holy

ordinance, and consider what Jesus has

done by his sufferings, then I look for-

ward to the time when he shall be in our

midst, and we partake of these symbols

in his presence.

Will not this be a joyful time? Who

can but rejoice in a scenery of this de-

scription! Suppose you were expecting

that this was to take place next Sabbath

day, who are pure in heart? Who are

ready for such an event? What would

be your feelings? Would you sorrow and

mourn? Would it not be one of the most

joyful messages to your ears that ever

saluted them, to suppose that the time

was so near at hand when you should

partake of bread and wine with the an-

cient Apostles, and meet with the Savior

and all the Saints of former days—those

that lived before the flood and those that

have lived since the flood—to think that

all this is to be made manifest to man—

that we are to look upon the face of our

Redeemer and be crowned with glory as

he is—would not this be joyful tidings?

Although this is not going to take

place next Sabbath, yet we know one

thing—that in many of the revelations

given to this Church, the Lord has closed

by saying—"Behold I come quickly; and

my reward is with me to give unto ev-

ery man according to his works." There

are many revelations of this kind, and

these words are true and faithful, for the

Lord does not speak in vain; but he has

thrown this out as an encouragement to

those that fear him and keep his law.

The day is at hand, the morning

has broken, the sun of the Gospel

has arisen in the eastern horizon, and

is beginning to shine with a degree

of splendor. The time is near—how

near, no man knoweth: the day and

the hour when the Son of Man shall

come is a secret. In a revelation

given to this Church, it is said that no

man shall know until he comes; there-

fore we cannot expect to know the day

nor the hour; but we know it is near

at hand, and what a consolation it is.

There may be men that will know within

a year—that will have revelation to say

within one or two years when the Lord

shall appear. I do not know that there is

anything against this.

But the great question is, brethren

and sisters, Are we ready? Are we per-

fect enough for this day? Are we hon-

est enough? And are we filled with in-

tegrity enough to be ready for the Sav-

ior and his holy angels? Is there a suffi-

ciency of union? Have we that firmness

in our minds that we can stand in their

presence—that we can look them in the

eye and say that all is right? If we are

pure, when we see a pure and holy being,

clothed with all the glory of the heavens,

surrounded with light that far outshines

the sun at noonday, so much so that his

eye discerns all things and pierces the in-

most recesses of the heart—when we can

look him in the face, a thrill of joy will

run through our bodies, and we shall be

happy.

I tell you, brethren and sisters, this

would be one of the most glorious peri-

ods that we could possibly imagine: it

would be one of the most joyful there

is in the future. We know that men

upon the earth have been so clothed

with the glory and power of God that

the people could not look upon their

countenances; and why was this? It

was because the people were wicked.

When Moses had been upon the moun-

tain, standing in the presence of God,

being in his presence forty days receiv-

ing the tables of stone, and came down

to teach the people, they could not en-

dure his presence. Why? Because that

glory that was manifested could not be

endured by the wicked. But in this


