
instance, the Lord permitted it to be mani-
fested for a while. And when the people 
looked upon the countenance of Moses, 
they perceived that there were rays of light 
emanating from him—that he looked dif-
ferent from what he formerly did—that he 
was clothed upon with something which 
they had not been accustomed to see, and 
they fled afar off. Moses, therefore, was 
under the necessity of taking a veil and 
putting it over his face, for they could not 
endure it. They fled from the presence of 
a mortal man when he was clothed upon 
with glory, or with a reflection of the glory 
of God; therefore the only way was for him 
to cover his face, and then converse with 
the children of Israel.

Now, if a mortal being is permitted to 
have this power, how much greater will be 
the terror to the wicked when immortal 
beings shall appear—beings who have not 
simply been with the Lord forty days, but 
who have been with him thousands of years, 
who were redeemed before the flood and 
after the flood, and who have been in the 
presence of God more or less ever since—
who have beheld his countenance, who have 
been seated upon thrones, swaying a scep-
ter of power (as Abraham), and reigning 
over millions of individuals—when they, 
as well as the redeemed of all nations and 
generations, shall make their appearance, 
and when they shall not attempt to put a 
veil over their faces as Moses did, but per-
mit all the glory that they have accumulated 
for so many years to be visible to the human 
family! That will be a day of terror, astonish-
ment, and dismay unto all the wicked.

At times when I reflect upon this sub-
ject, I try to portray before my mind the 
various revelations that God has given con-
cerning this matter. There is one in partic-
ular which says, “Angels shall be sent forth 
to sound the trump of God, crying, Lo and

behold! The bridegroom cometh; go ye 
out to meet him.” That will be a great 
time, independent of that of which I have 
been speaking, when Jesus shall come in 
the clouds of heaven with power and great 
glory. Before that time, angels are to be 
sent forth to sound the trumpet, so that 
all the ends of the earth are to hear it, and 
all people are to be forewarned that the 
time of the coming of the bridegroom is at 
hand—that the time of the coming of the 
great Being has arrived. Then, when those 
angels have sounded, another great and ter-
rible thing is to take place.

I simply mention these things to show 
how one thing after another is to precede 
the coming of the Lord.

After the angels have sounded this in the 
ears of all living, we are informed that there 
will be a great sign in the heavens. It is not 
to be limited so that some few only of the 
human family can see it; but it is said, “All 
people shall see it together!” At least, it is 
to be like our sun seen over one entire side 
of the globe, and then passing immediately 
round to the other, or else it will encircle 
the whole earth at the same time. But the 
bridegroom does not come then. These are 
only the preceding events to let the Latter-
day Saints and the pure in heart know that 
these are the times that they may trim up 
their lamps and prepare for the triumphant 
appearing of their Lord.

After those angels that I have alluded 
to have flown through the heavens, this 
sign is made manifest; and what next? 
Seven angels are appointed to give their 
signs and testimonies to the truth of this 
proclamation of the Gospel, the Latter-
day Saints having previously given theirs. 
Thus we have the former angels sounding 
their trumpets, then the great sign, and 
then comes the seven angels. The first pro-
claims that great Babylon is about to fall,
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