
legally administer the ordinances, and that, 
too, by the power of God, he will not fill 
his mission to his own credit, nor to the 
good of the people, and the advancement 
and honor of the kingdom of God. From 
all I can read, from all I can gather from 
the revelations from God to man, and from 
the revelations of the Spirit to me, no man 
can successfully preach the Gospel and be 
owned, blessed, and acknowledged by the 
heavens, unless he preaches by the power 
of God through direct revelation. Not but 
that, in a great many instances, a man may 
not be manifestly under the immediate and 
powerful influences and direction of revela-
tion to dictate him all the time in his medi-
tations and reasonings, and yet can advance 
many good ideas that he has gathered by 
means of his natural reasoning. But to mag-
nify and make honorable the calling of an 
Elder in this Church, I cannot conceive, in 
my understanding, any other true principle 
by which it can be done, only when per-
fectly controlled by the Spirit of the Lord.

When men enjoy the spirit of their mis-
sions and realize their calling and standing 
before the Lord and the people, it consti-
tutes the happiest portions of their lives. If 
our minds can reach forth to eternal things, 
can conceive the glory, honor, and benefit 
arising from the plan of salvation Jesus has 
purchased, and can grasp the gifts, bless-
ings, powers, privileges, light, intelligence, 
and fulness of the eternities that are to 
come, these God has bestowed upon us to 
offer to the people. If they will receive it, 
they can have all the Lord has purchased 
for them. If they reject you, they also reject 
the Son; and if they reject the Son, they 
reject the Father and heaven and heavenly 
things, and seal their own condemnation. 
If the brethren can reach forth unto these

things, so as to see and properly under-
stand them, they can magnify their calling; 
and this is the only way in which they can.

Many of you have been in the world 
and met with opposition; and when the 
Scriptures have been honestly adhered to 
as the standard, you have successfully met 
all that can be brought against the plan of 
salvation. That is all very well, and is pleas-
ing to such as have a philosophical turn of 
mind. Their modes of thinking and rea-
soning call for solutions of what appears 
to them mysterious and problematic; and 
those solutions, to be satisfactory to them, 
must accord with certain theories. But let 
one go forth who is careful to logically 
prove all he says by numerous quotations 
from the revelations, and let another trav-
el with him who can say, by the power of 
the Holy Ghost, Thus saith the Lord, and 
tell what the people should believe—what 
they should do—how they should live, 
and teach them to yield to the principles of 
salvation—though he may not be capable 
of producing a single logical argument—
though he may tremble under a sense of his 
weakness, cleaving to the Lord for strength, 
as such men generally do, you will invari-
ably find that the man who testifies by the 
power of the Holy Ghost will convince and 
gather many more of the honest and up-
right than will the merely logical reasoner.

Debate and argument have not that sav-
ing effect that has testifying to the truth as 
the Lord reveals it to the Elder by the Spirit. 
I think you will all agree with me in this; at 
least, such is my experience. I do not wish 
to be understood as throwing a straw in the 
way of the Elders’ storing their minds with 
all the arguments they can gather to urge 
in defense of their religion, nor do I wish 
to hinder them in the least from learning  
all they can with regard to religions and
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