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governments. The more knowledge the
Elders have the better.

It is well to perfectly understand the re-
ligious and governmental theories of the
world; it is satisfactory: yet, in preaching
the Gospel, an Elder who prides himself
in using good sound arguments and logic
is not so apt to lean upon the Lord for his
Spirit as are those who are not so particu-
larly gifted in reasoning. It is our duty, so
far as we can, to gain knowledge and in-
formation pertaining to human life and
the organization of the kingdoms, thrones,
empires, and republics of the earth—to be-
come well acquainted with their religions,
laws, manners of administration, pursuits
of life, manufactures, agriculture, arts,
manners and customs, etc.: but when we
are possessed of all this knowledge, we need
the power of God to teach the truths of the
holy Gospel. I wish you to bear this truth
in your memories and put it in practice.

By your own experience you know that
“Mormonism,” if not true, is worse than
nothing; and if true, its value is beyond our
computation. In your traveling and preach-
ing, you will meet with many who will op-
pose the Gospel, and by them your names
will be cast out as evil. Pertaining to this,
I will make but one requirement of you—
that, when you are spoken everywhere
against, as were Jesus and his disciples, for
the sake of the kingdom, for the sake of the
people, for the sake of our Redeemer, for
the sake of our heavenly Father, and the
heavenly hosts, and for your own sakes,
you so live that there never can truthfully
be an evil word spoken against you. Never,
through committing evil, lay the founda-
tion for a person to truthfully speak evil of
you. If you pursue this course, you will be
justified before God, Jesus, angels, and your
brethren. You can then testify to the truth,
and teach it in all plainness, simplicity, and
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honesty, and be able to bid defiance to the
world.

In your traveling you will have to trust
in the Lord. I do not know whether you
have means sufficient to enable you to go
directly to your fields of labor. Probably
some of you have, and some have not.
Strive to be full of the Holy Ghost, and the
necessary means will come to you, often in
a way you cannot comprehend, and you
will be expedited in your journeyings and
perform your missions. And furthermore,
if you will not drop one thread in the gar-
ments of your characters, from the time
you leave here, I am not in the least doubt-
ful in my mind—I have not a shade of hesi-
tancy in my feelings in promising that each
of you will accomplish a mission that will
please our Father in heaven and every good
person on the earth and in heaven, and live
to return to this place. Have faith to live,
and do just as you should do; and do not
imagine that you can go to the right or to
the left, or do this, that, or the other wrong
with impunity, thinking that it will be well
enough in the end. Do that alone which
you know to be right and which you ought
to do. When you come to that which you
do not know to be right, let it alone and
trust in the Lord, and you will live.

Some of our Elders have died while on
missions. I have nothing to say against
them, for all must die sooner or later. But
there is no necessity for laying down our
bodies until we are full of years. If you only
have faith, and every moment live accord-
ing to the faith of the Gospel, and keep
your gaze, thoughts, and acts heavenward,
I have no hesitancy in saying that you will
live to perform your missions.

You have received your blessings,
and I say amen to them, and to much
more. In this my faith resembled
Father Smith’s, when he was asked
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