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I am happy for the privilege of meet-

ing with the Saints. I delight in seeing

their faces, and am very fond of their so-

ciety.

I have much experience in the vari-

ous habits, feelings, customs, manners,

and conditions of mankind; and I have

felt, for many years, as though I would be

perfectly satisfied to associate with those

who live in peace—with those who be-

lieve in God the Father and in his Son

Jesus—to live with those who believe in

the Holy Ghost which the Lord has be-

stowed upon the children of men—with

those who adhere to all the principles in

the Gospel, and live according to it day

by day. Such society would be perfectly

satisfactory to me. It would satisfy every

feeling, every desire—in fact, my whole

soul, without ever associating with an-

other wicked person on the earth.

I have not the least desire, nor have

I had for years, to mingle with a person

who takes the name of God in vain, who

in the least betrays his covenants, who

wavers or falters in his integrity with

his God or with his fellow man; but I

am most perfectly satisfied to associate

with those whose hearts are filled with

peace, with praise and adoration to our

God, and whose lives are full of good

works. Their voices to me are like sweet

music. I have not the least desire to

mingle with or look upon the faces of

those who hate God and his cause.

I rejoice in the privilege of meeting

with the Saints, in hearing them speak,

and in enjoying the influence that is

within and around them. That influ-

ence opens to my understanding the true

position of those who are endeavoring

to serve their God. I do not require to

hear them speak to enable me to know

their feelings. Is it not also your experi-

ence that, when you meet persons in the

streets, in your houses, in your offices,

or in your workshops, more or less of

an influence attends themwhich conveys

more than words can? By this the Fa-

ther knows his children, Jesus knows his

brethren, and the angels are acquainted

with those who delight to associate with

them and with those who hate them.

This knowledge is obtained through that

invisible influence which attends intelli-

gent beings, and betrays the atmosphere

in which they delight to live. Can you

comprehend that I understand their con-

dition when I meet with Saints? I am

satisfied all is right: my soul is com-

forted.

You do not see me here every Sab-

bath. Perhaps some of you won-

der why. I will tell you in a very

few words. If I had my own choice,

and could have my own dictation with

regard to physical and mental labor,


