
days of a tree are the days of my people, 
and mine elect shall long enjoy the work of 
their hands. They shall not labor in vain, 
nor bring forth for trouble; for they are the 
seed of the blessed of the Lord, and their 
offspring with them.”

The human family has again to return 
to this state—not you and I as individu-
als. Mankind have degenerated; they have 
lost the physical and mental power they 
once possessed. In many points pertaining 
to mechanism, men have in modern times 
been instructed by revelation to them, and 
this mechanical knowledge causes them 
to almost boast against their Creator, and 
to set themselves up as competitors with 
the Lord Almighty, notwithstanding they 
have produced nothing but what has been 
revealed to them. In the knowledge of as-
tronomical and other philosophical truths, 
which our modern great men are search-
ing after and pride themselves in, they 
are but babes, compared with the ancient 
fathers. Do the wise men of modern ages 
understand the laws which govern the 
worlds that are, that were, and that are 
to come? They cannot fathom this mat-
ter. They have grown weaker when they 
ought to have grown stronger and wiser. 
We look forward to a day when we must 
begin to approximate towards the life that 
is eternal—the life that will endure. You 
may ask, “Do we wish to live in the flesh 
always?” No; only so long as we can en-
dure the sufferings, hardships, toils, labors, 
pains, and afflictions that are in this world, 
and make every day benefit ourselves and 
our posterity, and our acts redound to our 
own exaltation and to the increase of the 
kingdom of our Father who placed us here.

Some of our old traditions teach  
us that a man guilty of atrocious and 
murderous acts may savingly repent when 
on the scaffold; and upon his execu-

tion you will hear the expression—
“Bless God! He has gone to heaven, to 
be crowned, in glory, through the all-
redeeming merits of Christ the Lord.” This 
is all nonsense. Such a character never will 
see heaven. Some will pray, “O that I had 
passed through the veil on the night of my 
conversion!” This proves the false ideas and 
vain notions entertained by the Christian 
world. They have no good sense pertaining 
to God and godliness.

This is a world in which we are to prove 
ourselves. The lifetime of man is a day of 
trial, wherein we may prove to God, in 
our darkness, in our weakness, and where 
the enemy reigns, that we are our Father’s 
friends, and that we receive light from 
him and are worthy to be leaders of our 
children—to become lords of lords, and 
kings of kings—to have perfect dominion 
over that portion of our families that will 
be crowned in the celestial kingdom with 
glory, immortality, and eternal lives. If we 
are crowned to become lords of lords and 
kings of kings, it will be to rule and reign 
over our own posterity pertaining to this 
flesh—these tabernacles—this commence-
ment in our finite state of being. When I 
reign king of kings and lord of lords over 
my children, it will be when my first, sec-
ond, third, fourth, and so on, son rises up 
and counts thousands and millions of his 
posterity, and is king over them; then I am 
a king of these kings. Our Father, who is 
Lord of all, will reign a King of kings and 
Lord of lords over all his children.

Mothers really and verily have very 
great influence, from the commencement, 
in forming the leading temperaments and 
feelings of their offspring. I have not time, 
neither do I here wish to fully explain  
this subject. When a father is abusive in 
any way—is a drunkard, a swearer, etc., 
if the mother is humble and looks to her
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