
God, beyond her earthly lord, as it is her 
right under such circumstances, the influ-
ence that would otherwise operate upon 
her has little or no power to affect her off-
spring. If she secretly prays and lifts her de-
sires to her Father in heaven, beyond her 
miserable, drinking, swearing husband, the 
sacred, peaceful, trusting, happifying influ-
ence she enjoys, when thus living near to 
her God, produces its impression upon the 
earthly tabernacle—upon the course in life 
of her prospective offspring.

The father should be full of kindness, 
and endeavor to happify and cheer the 
mother, that her heart may be comforted 
and her affections unimpaired in her earthly 
protector, that her love for God and righ-
teousness may vibrate throughout her whole 
being, that she may bear and bring forth 
offspring impressed and endowed with all 
the qualities necessary to a being designed to 
reign king of kings and lord of lords.

But few women have a realizing sense of 
the immortal, invisible, and powerful influ-
ence they exert in their sphere. A mother 
may inquire, “What is to be done?” Break 
off, by faith, and in the name of Jesus 
Christ, from every false principle, from 
every hurtful practice, and overcome every 
appetite that tends to injure and destroy 
the tabernacle you wear. Take a course that 
will produce life, that children may be born 
full of life and vigor.

And during the period of nursing, let 
the mother be faithful and prayerful, that 
her infant may enjoy a powerful, Godlike, 
and happy influence. Do mothers so act? 
Or do they prefer to run here and there, 
and to desire this and fret for that, to grati-
fy their appetites?

Look to it, mothers, that you de-
sire only that which will most promote  
the health and life of your offspring;  
and ask the Father, in the name of

Jesus Christ, to enable you to resist every 
depraved appetite; and let fathers be full of 
the power of God, to lead, guide, direct, 
and influence mothers, that they may have 
no desires but those which are prompted 
by the influence of the Almighty. I make 
these few remarks upon life, that you may 
know how we ought to begin to conduct 
ourselves relative to the rising generation, 
that the days of the children of men may 
begin to return to them.

It is the business, duty, and power of 
the eternal Priesthood to commence lay-
ing the foundation to bring back the days, 
years, and intelligence that have been lost 
through transgression. I intend to pur-
sue this course as long as I possibly can. I 
have a desire to live on this earth until I 
am one hundred and thirty-five years old; 
and I may conclude to ask the privilege to 
live until I am one hundred and fifty. I in-
tend to live as long as I can; and, through 
the grace of God, I trust that I shall not 
commit an act that will annoy my feelings 
when I meet my Savior. I pray for this ev-
ery day and every moment.

At times I may to many of the brethren 
appear to be severe. I sometimes chasten 
them; but it is because I wish them to so 
live that the power of God, like a flame of 
fire, will dwell within them and be round 
about them. These are my feelings and 
desires. I wish to see this people take a 
course to bring back the days, years, and 
intelligence that have been lost through 
transgression. This cannot be performed 
in a day. Zion will not be redeemed and 
built up in a day. Israel will not be brought 
back to the fold of Christ and redeemed in 
a day.

If  you fully knew things as they  
are, you would understand that the  
“peculiar institution,” as it is called— 
that doctrine which is so obnoxious
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