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If every woman in this Church will

now cease drinking tea, coffee, liquor,

and all other powerful stimulants, and

live upon vegetables, &c., not many

generations will pass away before the

days of man will again return. But

it will take generations to entirely

eradicate the influences of deleterious

substances. This must be done before we

can attain our paradisiacal state, for the

Lord will bring again Zion to its paradisi-

acal state.

May God grant that we may see and

enjoy it. Amen.
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I am thankful for the privilege of

standing before you, and feel desirous

to enjoy the Spirit of intelligence, that

when I speak to the Saints I may be a

comfort to them, and strengthen them,

and so dictate and guide their minds that

they may receive strength and consola-

tion in the faith of the Gospel, and in the

hope of eternal life.

One reason why I have not of late

addressed you oftener is because I wish

other brethren to have an equal oppor-

tunity to speak to the people. I often

regret when we call upon the Elders to

speak in this Tabernacle, to hear them

say that they have been in the Church

ten, fifteen, twenty, twenty-five, or more

years, and have not before had the priv-

ilege of speaking to the Saints in their

large assemblies, apparently casting a

reflection upon me or upon my brethren

because we have not invited them to

preach. We would be glad to have

all such persons preach. Let us know

who you are, for it creates a feeling of

regret for any of the brethren to intimate

that they have been neglected.

Some who have lost the confidence

and influence of the Saints, may expect

that confidence and influence to be re-

stored to them by me and my brethren. I

have always told the brethren, in our pri-

vate conversations, that that is impossi-

ble: it is a work we cannot accomplish. I

might call upon a person who had stolen

your cattle or your horses, and taken

them to the camp and sold them, or who

had stolen your fencing or other prop-

erty, to address you from this stand; but

would that restore confidence? No. We

might call a man into this stand who has

been in the habit of getting drunk and

appearing intoxicated in the streets; but

would that cause the people to have con-

fidence in him? No. If I and my Coun-

selors should strive with our might to

support and recommend him, that would

not give him the influence he wishes, but

would disgrace the man of God who un-

dertook it.


