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necessary to the advancement of the

kingdom of God. That move was made

for an express purpose: it had and will

have the desired effect, and will accom-

plish all the Lord designed. We have

prayed that the wicked may be confused,

broken, and scattered. Are they not bro-

ken and scattered? And are we not here?

We are, and we will stay until we go

away. And should the Lord require it, we

will make this region as clean and deso-

late as it was when we found it. Do not

murmur or complain about this, that, or

the other.

I now wish to ask the strong-minded

men—the talented men (we say noth-

ing about strong-minded women), How

many of you have had wisdom enough

to procure and lay up for yourselves pro-

duce enough to last until harvest? You

may call this a small matter. How many

of you have wheat or flour to last you

a year? If you are without bread, how

much wisdom can you boast, and of what

real utility are your talents, if you cannot

procure for yourselves and save against

a day of scarcity those substances de-

signed to sustain your natural lives? You

wish to come here and preach to the

people, when you have not knowledge

to sustain yourselves temporally, to say

nothing of a spiritual salvation. You

cannot save yourselves, a wife, and a

child from starvation, unless someone

takes you by the hand and leads you;

and yet you want to make us believe

that you are almighty big men. I ex-

hort the brethren to seek unto the Lord

for wisdom. If you cannot provide for

your natural lives, how can you expect

to have wisdom to obtain eternal lives?

God has given you your existence—your

body and spirit, and has blest you with

ability, and thereby laid the founda-

tion of all knowledge, wisdom, and un-

derstanding, and all glory and eternal

lives. If you have not attained ability to

provide for your natural wants, and for a

wife and a few children, what have you

to do with heavenly things?

You know how to raise wheat and

corn, how to build a house or a barn, how

to raise a horse, a cow, or a sheep, and

how to manufacture wool, because you

have had practice in those labors from

your youth up; but you do not all know

how to preserve such things to your-

selves and make yourselves comfortable.

Instead of trying to find out how God is

made, or how angels are made, I wish

you would try to learn how to sustain

yourselves in your present existence, and

at the same time learn the things of

God—the things that await you, that

you may begin to prepare to dwell to all

eternity—not merely to dwell today, to-

morrow, this week, next week, and next

year, but how to secure salvation in your

present organization. If you cannot do

this, you must be perfectly submissive in

the hands of the Lord, and learn wisdom.

This is the first thing for you to learn.

We are to build up and establish Zion,

gather the house of Israel, and redeem

the nations of the earth. This people

have this work to do, whether we live to

see it or not. This is all in our hands.

I hope to live to see Zion redeemed and

built up. I desire to see the time when

Jerusalem shall be established, and the

Jews gathered—when the law shall go

forth from Zion to govern the people, that

all may rejoice in the truth—that the

poor may rejoice in the Holy One of Is-

rael. If we do not know how to pre-

serve ourselves in our present organi-

zation and existence, how can we pre-

pare for an eternity? We must learn

this first: it is an everyday experience.

Ye men of Israel, go to with all your

might, and seek to know how to sus-

tain yourselves, that you may live long

on the earth, to glorify our Father in


