
it must be passive, and suffer God to direct. 
He has given me good powers of mind, 
and he shall have the privilege of directing 
them.” Then you can enjoy this, that, or 
the other, and all will be right.

We, as other people, have our minds 
formed according to the liberty we enjoy 
and the education and intelligence we have 
received. We frame, fashion, compose, and 
arrange things in our mind—form this, 
that, and the other plan, and say, “I am go-
ing to such a city;” “I will trade;” “I will 
make me a farm;” “I will go to the east, 
west, north, or south, and will do thus and 
so.” Do you not know that the whole hu-
man family are more or less working upon 
this principle? Many do not seem to re-
alize that they cannot go to any city and 
buy and sell, or make a farm, or go to the 
canyons, to California, to the States, or do 
this and that, without God permits. The 
result of the doings of the children of men 
are all in the hands of God; then shall I say 
that I will do thus and so? I will stop, un-
less the Lord requires at my hands such a 
performance of mental or physical labor. I 
will wait, for I wish to spend my strength 
and life upon sure ground. My acts, prin-
ciples, and powers must be directed by the 
Almighty, that the results may be accord-
ing to my desires; and they cannot, unless I 
am so directed.

The nations and kingdoms of this world 
are striving for something to make them 
happy; but if they will pause and consider 
that though they may go to a city on the 
right, to another on the left, to the east, west, 
north, and south, and do as they choose, un-
less the Almighty directs, they may expect 
the result will be darkness and death.

The  Lord  ha s  p l a c ed  mank ind 
here, and offered them salvation with- 
out money and without price. All who 
take a course opposite to that which

is marked out will come to an end. Which 
is the best—life or death? Bitter or sweet? 
Let your lives be so directed that the results 
may be according to your wishes. No man 
will attain the results he desires without 
striving for them, while he who will act 
his part will receive the honor and glory of 
God as a reward for his labors.

I will urge upon the Elders who are go-
ing abroad, and who are judges in Israel, 
to remember that “there are many masters, 
but few fathers;” and I wish you to be fa-
thers. Do not oppress the poor, but trust 
in God, and, you will go neither hungry, 
naked, nor thirsty. If you oppress the poor, 
the day will come when you will be naked, 
thirsty, and hungry, and will not be able 
to get anything to supply your wants. Go 
trusting in God, and continue to trust in 
him, and he will open your way and mul-
tiply blessings upon you, and your souls 
will be satisfied with his goodness. I cannot 
promise you any good in taking an unrigh-
teous course; your lives must be examples 
of good works. You know that some men 
have said, “We have worked long enough 
for the Lord; we are now going to work for 
ourselves.” They never worked at all for 
the Lord. The ignorance of such men is 
deplorable; they do not know so much as 
the brutes, for they know enough to come 
to the crib whence they procure their food; 
but these characters do not know enough 
to come and be fed.

We are made intelligent, and are heirs 
of the everlasting kingdom. Unless we 
forfeit that heirship, we are heirs to the 
glory and power of worlds to come; but 
we must take a course to maintain the  
position that we occupy. We are the chil-
dren of our Father in heaven; and unless 
we do that which will cause our names 
to be blotted out, and our right to the
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