
blessings of the kingdom cut off, all will be 
well. Let us take a course to save all who 
will hearken to our counsel; let us be kind 
and charitable to all people, doing unto 
others as we would they should do unto us 
in like circumstances, and the blessings of 
our Father will be multiplied unto us.

I will relate a little of my course and expe-
rience in my family. I have a large family of 
children, many of them small, and yet I do 
not think that you ever saw even four chil-
dren in one family live together with so little 
contention. Watch them, and their conduct 
will prove that there is a good spirit influenc-
ing them. I never knew one of them to be 
accidentally hurt, without more sympathies 
being extended to that one than the whole 
of them needed. You may ask how I man-
age to bring about this result. I seldom give 
a child a cross word; I seldom give a wife a 
cross word; and I tell my wives never to give 
a child cause to doubt their word. A child 
loves the smiles of its mother, but hates her 
frowns. I tell the mothers not to allow the 
children to indulge in evils, but at the same 
time to treat them with mildness. If a child is 
required to step in a certain direction, and it 
does not seem willing to do so, gently put it 
in the desired way, and say, There, my little 
dear, you must step when I speak to you. 
Children need directing and teaching what 
is right in a kind, affectionate manner.

The Elders who are going abroad should 
deal out kindness to those they are sent to 
watch over, and your smiles will be far bet-
ter than your cursings could be.

A child at five years old would dis-
obey me much oftener than one at  
fifteen. Do you not think that is a  
good sign? Some may ask whether I

may not lose some of my children. I can-
not tell. God gave them to me; and if one 
of them is lost, I want to be able to say, 
Have I failed to bring them up in a right 
and acceptable manner? I have done all 
that I could. Have I done right? It is in thy 
hands.

Brethren and sisters, we are improving 
and increasing in the truth, though slowly. 
I can realize improvement in myself; my 
sensitive powers are quickened, and I can 
discern a growth in others that pleases me.

Instead of divisions and excitements, we 
are preparing for the kingdom of heaven. 
Walk up to the line of right, for the king-
dom is powerful, and is becoming more 
powerful every year. Your patience and 
integrity are on the increase; keep faithful 
until we can return and begin to build up 
the Center Stake of Zion, and be ready for 
whatever may be required of us.

I desire to live upon this earth till I see 
righteousness established. Is there a Saint 
who wishes to see disorder and confusion 
here? No: all wish to see the peace of God 
constantly resting upon the people. Ask sis-
ter Cook, who has for years taught my chil-
dren music, whether she ever saw or heard 
me scold. She never did; but my children 
must mind father. Is this feeling increas-
ing among the Saints? It is; and the Lord 
will increase it as fast as the people are pre-
pared; and the Saints will have oil in their 
lamps, and will be received at the wedding 
as the bride of the Lamb.

Be patient. Judge not your brethren in 
their frivolous faults, nor for faults that are 
not designed for injury.

God bless you! Amen.
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