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ferent; they indulge in secret feelings

against some of the regulations in the

Church. The apostasy of many might

be traced to them allowing their se-

cret prejudices to be aroused against the

heads of the Church, and in their feel-

ings they have murmured, but probably

did not let out immediately what was in

them, simply because it was not popu-

lar. Still those feelings are written in

the heart; they are encouraged to re-

main there; and what do they do? They

corrode and canker the finest feelings of

that heart that was once unsullied, they

weaken the strength of the resolution

that was once possessed, and they so far

corrupt the mind that all such persons

are obliged to speak out and to act out

those very feelings that have been suf-

fered to corrode the mind and to dwell

in the heart for many months. The safer

plan is to throw off that influence when

it first presents itself to our minds.

If we should be tempted, then let

us go to work in faith, nothing doubt-

ing, and ask God our Heavenly Father to

pour the spirit of wisdom, soundness of

judgment, integrity, and righteousness

upon us.

When we take this course, what shall

we care who else may murmur? We

can do our duty; we can give good ad-

vice to others, and that, too, without con-

taminating or affecting our own hearts;

we can do that and be justified before

God, and prevail with the heavens. Then

when the answer comes to our petitions,

it is a balm to our own souls; it is a bless-

ing to all for whom it is intended.

These are safe grounds to tread

upon, and are well calculated to lead

us from the snares of the Adversary,

and to preserve us in the way of life.

Perhaps I should not say wrong if

I were to say that there are many

who will meet the authorities of the

Church with a friendly and a broth-

erly smile, while they are indulging in

feelings which they are ashamed to

make manifest. If we carry about with

us such views and feelings relative to our

brethren, we subject ourselves to become

the Devil's packhorses, and our backs

will become sore, and we shall faint and

fall under the load that he will place

upon our shoulders. It is for us to trust

in the living God, that his blessings may

be upon our Elders, upon the people, and

upon all they take in hand, that they

may have wherewithal to sustain them-

selves.

What do we live for? To get dollars

and cents? Those are very useful; the

comforts of life are very agreeable; it is

very convenient to have money to pur-

chase what we need; and even if we sac-

rifice the comforts of this life to secure

the blessings of that which is to come,

we have then gained our point; we have

gained everything. And remember that

he and she and all who do the will of

our Father who is in heaven will reap

the reward of the faithful, for Jesus says,

"Whosoever doeth the will of my Father

in heaven, the same is my mother, my

sister, my brother."

Again: There is another scripture

which says something like this—"He

that receiveth you receiveth me, and he

that receiveth me receiveth him that

sent me." Hence, all that the Father

hath promised unto the obedient shall be

given unto him. Now, if all that the Fa-

ther hath promised shall be given unto

him that is faithful—to him that receives

the kingdom as a little child, do you

not see that by our unwavering stead-

fastness we gain the victory, we win the

prize, we lay hold on eternal life, and en-

ter into the celestial mansions of our Fa-

ther?

This is the great object we have in

view; and what, I ask, is left for those

that do not receive the testimony of Je-

sus, if all is given to them that re-

ceive and obey it? Brethren, there


