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is necessary to be done to accomplish

what the Lord designed in the beginning

of this creation. What is the cause of

this? Is it because brother Joseph Smith,

the Prophet, had influence superior to

any other man to call the people together

in his day, and unite their feelings and

affections? He had no more power than

any other man, only as it was given to

him. Is there a man now living who has

power over the feelings and affections of

the nations of the earth, to call any por-

tion of them together and make them of

one heart and mind? No, only as he re-

ceives power from the same source from

which the Prophet received it.

Into whatever neighborhood you go

throughout these valleys in the moun-

tains, amid the great variety of national-

ities, with all their different habits and

traditions, you find the warmest affec-

tion pervading the people to be found

upon the earth. With all our weaknesses

and imperfections, there is more broth-

erly kindness here than in any other

country. What power produces this re-

sult? It is the work of the invisible hand

of that Being we call our Father and

God, who frames the worlds, holds them

in existence, and places his intelligent

beings upon them, giving those beings

their agency, and placing good and evil,

light and darkness, bitter and sweet,

righteousness and sin before them, that

they may have an opportunity to exhibit

the intelligence he has bestowed upon

them. He preserves them in existence,

and governs and controls the planetary

systems. His power fills the immensity

of space, without bounds, without begin-

ning, and without end. The principle of

eternal life brought us here.

Many ideas are presented to my

mind; among them, What are the

wants of the people in this place? As

yet you have no houses, no fences,

and no saw- and gristmills; for which

reason I will take the liberty of giving

you a little information and instruction

in regard to your temporal affairs. While

at Franklin, we ordained brother Pre-

ston Thomas, agreeable to the wish of

the people, Bishop of that place; and I

think that each settlement in this val-

ley now has a Bishop. You have brother

Benson, one of the Twelve, residing here

to encourage, dictate, counsel, and in-

struct you. You also have brother Peter

Maughan, who is an experienced man

for your presiding Bishop. We have

been acquainted with Brother Maughan

for many years, and I will say a few

words about him. If he has enough van-

ity to cause my remarks to make any

difference in his feelings or actions, I

shall learn something about him that I

have not yet learned. In 1840, we com-

menced our systematic emigration from

England, in which brother Maughan as-

sisted: that was my first acquaintance

with him. He visited us in Liverpool for

instructions, and from my first acquain-

tance with him till now I have found

him as straight and correct in his busi-

ness transactions as any man that I have

ever known to assist in any branch of

business in this Church. He is a man

that I think much of in regard to his in-

tegrity, honesty, and judgment in coun-

seling. He has always been as willing to

receive counsel as any man I have ever

known in this Church, and to obey that

counsel with as few words. We wish to

have him take the supervision of all the

Bishops in this valley. Let them be under

his dictation, and we will settle with him

at the General Tithing Office.

Brother Maughan has brother Ben-

son for one of his Counselors, and

probably he will choose me for the

other; and if we all do right, I

think the brethren will be pretty


