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the mind, and expands the understanding
of every intelligent being who will open
his mind to understand and see by vision
the creations of God—the worlds that are
and the worlds that have been—who can
grasp in the vision of his mind the truth
that there never has been a time when there
have not been worlds like this, and that
there never will be a time when there will
not be worlds organized and prepared for
intelligent beings to dwell upon.

Those beings bear the image of Him
who is invisible—of our Father and God.
Were your eyes opened to see the heav-
enly hosts, you would see beings similar
to us. We are in our weakness and imper-
fection—we are in darkness; they are in
light—they are in glory. We are in mortal
flesh, subject to sickness, disease, pain, de-
formity, and death. The heavenly hosts are
beings like these my brethren, only in great-
er perfection, having passed through the
same ordeals we are now passing through.
They have been made subject to vanity, as
we now are; they have had to taste of the
bitter cup as we have; they have had the
privilege of the light and of the darkness, of
the truth and of the error, which privilege
we now enjoy. Life eternal has been offered
to them, and they have chosen it. It is of-
fered to us who are here assembled, and we
have chosen to follow in the path in which
it is to be obtained. Had we chosen, we
might today have been in our native lands,
as are those whom we have there left.

It is to us a matter of joy and rejoicing,
a solid satisfaction, to know that there
are a few among all the inhabitants of the
earth who are willing to receive the words
of life to prepare themselves to dwell
eternally in the presence of our Father
and our God. We enjoy a great privilege
in being gathered out from the wicked.
We now have the privilege of asso-
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ciating together, not only as individuals,
families, neighborhoods, and cities, but
God has provided the place where we can
assemble, as it were, in a national capac-
ity. We are now in the relationship, so to
speak, of a limb or branch pertaining to the
Federal Government, which must grow,
increase, spread, and prosper exceedingly.

You have built a commodious
Tabernacle, where but a few years ago was
a swamp. But a few years ago, there were
no inhabitants here. When we first visited
this place, after the people began to move
here, there was hardly a settlement between
here and Great Salt Lake City. There were
a few families at Willow Creek, but none
north of that, and only a few between here
and Great Salt Lake City. You may now
ride until you are weary, and pass through
settlement after settlement, neighborhood
after neighborhood.

You have manifested a spirit of ad-
vancement and improvement, which is
according to the Gospel of life we possess.
The intelligence we possess was given to
us for a purpose. We are the children of
the Supreme Being of the universe. The
inhabitants of the whole earth are the
offspring of the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Intelligence is given unto us to im-
prove upon. Who will choose life? These
my brethren and sisters. The Valleys in
the Mountains are becoming filled with
those who have chosen the way of life,
and thousands more are in Europe and
on the islands of the sea. The Gospel we
preach has been proclaimed to most of the
nations of the earth. God will gather his
children from all nations, and bring them
home to Zion. This is the land of Zion—
this is the continent whereon the Lord
has commenced his work for the last
time, and whereon Jesus will make his
appearance the second time, when he
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