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comes to gather and save the house of

Israel. It is our duty to prepare for his

coming.

Each person possesses an intelli-

gence, each one has an agency, and each

has his own salvation to work out, for

the spirit and body to be crowned with

crowns of glory, immortality, and eter-

nal lives. Let not your hearts sink, nor

your faith waver; let not your fervency

slacken in the least, for the kingdom is

ours. God has prospered his work on the

earth. Towns and counties have risen

up against it, and States have united

and organized to destroy this kingdom

and the government of God from the

earth. The kingdoms of the world are op-

posed to the kingdom of God. You have

seen your neighbors rise up and perse-

cute you—you have known those who

should have been your friends and as-

sisted you forsake and persecute you, for

the Gospel's sake. You have all, more or

less, experienced such treatment. Is it at

an end? No.

You see persons gather here, and as-

sist to gather hundreds and thousands,

and yet some will turn away. Does this

discourage you? How frequently it has

been said to me—"A great many are go-

ing to California." My reply is, Let them

go; there will be plenty left. This work

is on the increase, and the power of

God is becoming more and more man-

ifest before all flesh. The faith of the

Gospel is increasing among the children

of men, and the Saints are increasing.

Compare this place with what it was

here ten years ago. Has there been

an increase? Yes, and a very great in-

crease. Ten years ago, how many were

there in the States and in foreign lands

who wanted to come here? Not one to

where there are now ten. The spirit

of the Gospel is going forth among the

nations, and the people are gathering

out. The kingdoms of this world must

become the kingdoms of our Lord and

his Christ. To aid in accomplishing this

work, we must overcome sin and ev-

ery evil propensity of the natural man—

every selfish and unhallowed desire. Let

no man covet the things of this world,

nor lust after the vain and foolish things

that pertain to it.

It is the privilege of the Saints to en-

joy every good thing, for the earth and

its fulness belong to the Lord, and he has

promised all to his faithful Saints; but it

must be enjoyedwithout the spirit of cov-

etousness and selfishness—without the

spirit of lust, and in the spirit of the

Gospel: then the sun will shine sweetly

upon us; each day will be filled with de-

light, and all things will be filled with

beauty, giving joy, pleasure, and rest to

the Saints. The vegetable kingdom is

made for man, to gratify the taste and

add health to the body and gratification

to every sense. The gold and the silver

will be given to the Saints, the riches of

the world will be put in their possession,

and they will be legal heirs. We are now

passing through a day of trial, to deter-

mine whether we will prove worthy of all

we may enjoy and possess, for it must be

enjoyed and possessed without the spirit

of covetousness. Without the pure Spirit

of the Lord Jesus Christ, we cannot enjoy

the good things of life.

The fulness of the heavens and the

earth—the mountains, the gold, and pre-

cious things in them—will all be devoted

to those who are devoted to their God

and their religion. The wheat, the fine

flour, the oil, and the wine, the cattle

upon a thousand hills, and every bless-

ing the Lord has in store for every crea-

ture he has organized and placed upon

this earth, are to fall into the hands

of the legal heirs, who are the Saints.

This is an unpleasant idea to unbeliev-

ers. Then why do they not believe? If

there are any here who do not believe

the Gospel, and think that the Saints are


