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plains, hard labor, and hard fare are all

so calculated that those who do not love

the truth will leave for California and

elsewhere, and we love to have them go.

Some who are now here ought to leave,

unless they will repent and become good

men.

Be faithful, humble, prayerful, and

watchful, and be sure to live your reli-

gion. Store up your surplus grain; and

when you have done that, do (to speak

ironically) as some have done—take ev-

ery pound of butter, every dozen of eggs,

every bushel of grain, and every good

thing you can lay hold of to those who

would cut our throats, if they had the

power. Had they the power, they would

slay every soul that would not renounce

this work. They have not the power, and

never will have. Israel will be gathered,

the poor will be gathered, and this land

of Joseph will be freed from oppressors.

Their power is broken, and they will go

down to the pit, while Zion will arise, and

wicked men and devils cannot prevent it.

God has decreed this, and we are going

to help him to perform it and bring righ-

teousness upon the land; and the righ-

teous will see the day when they can say

their prayers and lie down in peace, for

murderers will not be around them.

Will you let every act of your lives

promote the kingdom of God? If

you do, you may be sure that ev-

ery person who is opposed to righ-

teousness will be our enemy. But

those who are here to steal our cattle

and horses, instead of striving honestly

for an honest living, had better forsake

their evil habits, or go where they are

more popular. The Lord Almighty will

have a pure people—a people that will

serve him; and we shall yet see the day

when we shall be free from murderers,

thieves, robbers, liars, whoremongers,

drunkards, and every other description

of persons who pollute the earth.

My constant prayer is that the anger

which is in the hearts of the disobedi-

ent will turn upon each other, and the

wicked slay the wicked, until no place

can be found on the earth for those who

will not observe good laws, that the righ-

teous may live in peace. The wicked

are doing so; and in the midst of their

rage which has been around us, it is as-

tonishing how the preserving and invis-

ible hand of God has been over his peo-

ple. I do not now remember that any in

our Territory, during the time alluded to,

who desired to live their religion, fell by

the hands of the wicked, except brother

William Cook. They credit this wonder-

ful preservation to me; but they are mis-

taken. The Lord Almighty can control

the acts, and bring forth the results far

beyond the wisdom and calculation of

man. He has brought to pass these pur-

poses, and the wicked have been and are

helping him. "The wrath of man shall

praise him." May the Lord God of Israel

bless you and the whole house of Israel,

is my prayer in the name of Jesus. Amen.


