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not be a matter of pleasure to be associated
with such a community, and to have a part
and lot in the establishment of truth and
righteousness upon the earth?

I feel to rejoice continually in connection
with my brethren in this work in which we
are all engaged. No matter what order of oc-
cupation we are in, it is all for this sole ob-
ject—to establish righteousness and peace,
and put down every species of wickedness.
Our object is to establish a nucleus of power
to protect and preserve righteous principles
upon the earth, and the kingdom and gov-
ernment of the Almighty that shall never be
thrown down. This is the motive, and it is
a great and glorious and a noble enterprise,
and its results will be pleasing, affording joy
and peace in the Holy Ghost, and eventu-
ally exaltation and eternal lives.

Our minds have been touched with
the light of truth—the law of heaven—
the Spirit of the living God, and we have
been enabled to see a few things, and we
have now come together that we may learn
of those principles. This work and cause
which we have espoused is no idle tale, but
a living, stern, and glorious reality. It was
said by our Savior to the multitude, “What
have ye come out to see? A reed shaken
with the wind?”

We can answer that question in the neg-
ative. No; we have come for a great, grand,
and glorious purpose. We have many
things in connection with this purpose to
perform to unite our lives, resources, and
powers in the spreading abroad the truths
of high Heaven, the gathering of Israel, the
redemption of Zion, and the establishment
of the principles of righteousness and peace
upon the earth.

We have to train up our children
in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord—to seck to establish the prin-
ciples of righteousness among men—
to put down iniquity, stop the floods
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of wickedness and corruption that almost
overflow the earth.

It is a strong current we have to stem; it
is a warfare. We have to wage war against
the powers of darkness; and sometimes it
seems as though the floods were so great
that it would overwhelm the Saints. It
frequently appears as if there were no pos-
sibility of rising above it. But our past ex-
perience has shown us that the Church
and kingdom of God has risen above these
things, and that it has continually in-
creased and extended abroad, and it is still
progressing, and will continue to prosper
from this time forth and forever. From its
commencement it has known no stopping
place, neither will it ever.

We live in the generation of the world
in which the set time to gather Israel has
come, to bring about and accomplish the
purposes of God, which must be brought
about in the last days. The Lord has com-
menced to gather and organize his people,
that they may be more fully taught in the
principles of eternal life. It is now too late
for the people of the wicked nations to
think that they can overcome it, as did the
wicked in days gone by; for this never can
be done. The work of God will roll forth
in power, in might and strength, sweeping
sin and wickedness from the earth, and the
Lord will rule King of nations as he does
now King of Saints.

This, brethren and sisters, is the work for
which we are assembled together, and we
have the pleasure and satisfaction of know-
ing that we can travel hundreds of miles here
without meeting with scarcely any, except
these who have embraced the Gospel, and
gathered to this Territory for the selfsame
purpose that we ourselves have. The major-
ity of the people in this extensive Territory
have come for this cause, and with a desire
to do right and live the lives of Saints.

Is there wickedness here? Yes,
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