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there are those who have been born

in this kingdom, that have dishonored

themselves—some of them, too, that

bear the names of those who were wit-

nesses to the coming forth of the Book

of Mormon, as well as others who bear

the name of Prophets who are mentioned

in that book. It pains my heart to see

it—to hear children profaning the name

of the Deity. How will we feel, if we

train up our children to permit them to

live in this way—in a way that they will

become a disgrace to their parents? Is

it an honor to be born in Zion? Is it a

blessed privilege to be trained up under

the genial influences of that Spirit that

leads to life and to an understanding of

the principles thereof? Is it not a bless-

ing to be enabled to discover and put far

from us the false traditions of our fore-

fathers? If so, how much more the dis-

grace of that person who dishonors his

parentage, and the Church and kingdom

of God, and that will also dishonor him-

self? Men do this to themselves—to the

kingdom of God—the cause of truth and

righteousness. But thanks be to our Fa-

ther that the cause of truth and righ-

teousness cannot suffer at the hands of

the wicked, but Zion will rise and shine,

and her greatness and glory will be seen,

and in her strength, power, and might

she will tread down every opposing foe.

How should we feel in regard to our chil-

dren, and to training them up that they

may not depart from the ways of righ-

teousness and truth? Does it meet with

the approbation of the Almighty when

we neglect them? The Lord said to Abra-

ham when he blessed him—"I know that

he will command his children after him."

If this was a reason for giving bless-

ing to Abraham, why should not every

man who will live for it get a similar

blessing in this generation? And in this

way man can become great and mighty

in the kingdom of God, and be useful in

the Church of Christ.

Then let us pursue this course, that

our children may honor us in their day

and generation, that they may be an

honor and an ornament in the Church

and kingdom of God, instead of being a

disgrace to those they associate with.

Mothers have a great deal to do with

this; their duties and responsibilities are

great towards their children; and none

need be idle in this kingdom, for all can

make themselves useful, no matter what

their calling is.

There is everything needed in the

kingdom of God that is required for

the establishment of any other kingdom,

save wickedness, and that I suppose

must abide until a righteous influence

shall be raised broad enough and deep

enough to wither and dry it up. Then let

us labor to root up wickedness, and let

righteousness prevail in the minds of the

Saints.

These are my feelings and my de-

sires; and I pray God to bless all with the

light of his Holy Spirit to guide us in the

path of virtue and rectitude, that we may

be enabled to do right, walk humbly and

obediently before our God, and continu-

ally do those things that shall be pleas-

ing in his sight, that we may at all times

have his smiles and approbation. This is

my prayer in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.


