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and others have realized it, as those did in
ancient times. There is no difference be-
tween this latter and former dispensation
in this respect. Those who have held the
Melchizedek Priesthood, many of whom
had the gifts of the Holy Ghost, and much
of the spirit of prophecy, even where there
was no organization of Priesthood or of the
kingdom of God upon the earth, stood as
isolated characters in the world, and main-
tained their integrity before God. But we
have a kingdom, the pattern of which has
been revealed from the great God, given
for our own happiness and salvation. And
with the laying of the foundation of his
kingdom on the earth there is a promise
given unto us that the powers of darkness
and all the power of hell combined shall
not prevail against this kingdom. In this
respect we differ from all others.

At the time that Jesus lived, the Apostles
entertained this hope respecting the king-
dom that he organized; but long before
that, it had been prophesied that a certain
power should prevail against the Saints,
and that the kingdom, with its organiza-
tion, should pass from the earth; and this
all came to pass: but such will never be the
case with this kingdom. Here is the differ-
ence between the dispensation of Jesus and
the one in which we live.

The Lord organized this earth for a cer-
tain purpose, and placed you and me upon
it, and also millions of beings who came
here before us and passed into another
state. He organized it for a certain purpose,
and it will accomplish its design; so also
will the human family. Should I say, then,
that God is the arbiter of his own fate?

You will allow me to mix up my texts,
I presume; for I do not mean to take up
firstly, secondly, and thirdly; but I mean to
use them wherever I think they will apply.
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Is God the arbiter of his own fate? There
is no necessity for this; for God rules and
reigns, and controls things at his pleasure.
Will righteous men always be trodden un-
der foot by their enemies? No; for it is con-
trary to the design of God: he has given us
ability to choose the good and refuse the
evil. We can work iniquity or righteousness,
just as we please; and the Devil has taken
advantage of this, and tried to surround
men’s minds with such influences as would
bring about their ruin, that he might lead
them captive at his will. The Lord has not
bound them, nor controlled them; but the
result of their actions he has controlled,
whenever they have taken a course that was
of itself calculated to injure his people.

The Lord says, “The wrath of man shall
praise me: and the remainder I will re-
strain.” He will let mankind pursue hap-
piness in their own way; and according to
their desire, he will let them drink the cup
of their own iniquity in their own way.
On the other hand, he has manifested his
goodness, and will continue to do it to all
his children. What does he design to ac-
complish? The building up of this kingdom
upon the earth, the establishment of righ-
teousness, the driving back of the Adversary,
and the banishing of his Satanic Majesty
from the earth. By this means, the prin-
ciples of truth will be extended throughout
the length and breadth of the earth, and all
will bow to God and his Christ, and the
chosen ones will administer the ordinances
of his house forever and ever.

The Almighty had this object in view
long ago: the old Prophets testified of it
in generations that are passed. Job, who
was said to have been a very patient man,
spoke of it in his day, and the Apostles
of our Lord talked about the time
when Jesus would come to reign upon
the earth. Visions, dreams, and reve-
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