PRACTICAL RELIGION

gold and silver for your grain, or whatever
we receive from you. Suppose that each of
you had your hats full of gold and silver, it
would not make bread; and if you put yeast
in it, it would not rise.

I have seen the time when my hat full of
gold would not buy a barrel of flour, and
then again I have seen the time when it
could be got for almost nothing. I contend
that every man that holds the Priesthood
ought to be a savior temporally as well as
spiritually, for we are in duty bound to try
to save our natural lives. I would not give
much for a spirit without a body, because
it takes the spirit and body to make the
soul of man: the temporal and the spiritual
must be united to make the man.

The Lord is beginning to pour out his
Spirit more abundantly upon his people,
and he is also pouring out his wrath upon
the wicked, especially the Missourians and
others in the States. Their cattle are dying
with disease, their crops are being cut off;
and while these things are taking place,
you and I ought to be humble and faithful:
we ought to be good stewards, and lay up
stores for that time which is to come, and
thereby prepare for a day of scarcity.

Brethren, do you believe that there will
be thousands and hundreds of thousands
that will flock to this people for bread,
for meat, for clothing, and for the com-
forts of life? Such will be the case, and I do
not know but it will come before we are
ready for it. There has never been a greater
prospect of grain than there is at the pres-
ent time; but we cannot tell how it will be
next year at this time. There are hundreds
of men in this Church that would not have
believed that this people would have been
brought down to the scarcity of wheat they
are now.

Where is the wheat we boasted
about having? The army down at
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Camp Floyd have got three years’ pro-
visions on hand; and in case of famine,
they would have to feed us. But don’t you
see they have got the power in their own
hands? And we have placed that power in
their possession. What do we find in the
Bible upon this subject? “The children of
this world are wiser in their generation
than the children of light.” They make
preparation for that which is to come,
more so than many of this people do.

Now, you know that you have tried to
make it appear that brother Brigham has
sold his grain to the army: but he says he
has not, and I know he has not; neither
have I. I have hauled wheat to the camp
that the merchants have bought of this
people, and I have got my pay for it. When
I was on my last trip, it was reported that I
was sending my wheat to Fort Hall; but I
never sent any there. I do not suppose there
is a man here that believes that President
Young and myself have sold our wheat and
flour, or provisions of any kind: but they
seem to have a mind to make a scapegoat
of us; but in this they have done wrong.
If we had done as many of you have, you
would not have had a mouthful; for there
are many of you who do not raise any, and
who have none but what you get from the
Tithing Office and from private individu-
als. I have talked with brother Brigham, and
he says that if this army were to go away,
and another come in two years, this people
would do just as they have done; but we
must stick to them. It makes me feel, and it
ought to make you feel. We put our grain
into the hands of those men that should ex-
ecute the law and see that we are protected.
But they have come here to take your lives
and mine; and if you would destroy all that
kind of wickedness that has been intro-
duced, live your religion, ye Elders of Israel,
and honor your high callings.
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