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and then tell how much you have suffered
for the Gospel’s sake. Do not go without
clothes when you might have plenty. Go to
work and purchase a ewe sheep, and then
you will soon have plenty; yes, you will
soon have a large flock. Our chorister had
but two sheep four years ago, and now he
has a nice little flock, and has sold some;
and you can do as well, if you will try—yes,
every man and woman. How nice you look
watching and taking care of a ewe sheep! Far
better than you do with those little bonnets,

for they are a cursed disgrace to the Saints;
and all good men would say Amen.

Why don’t you raise sheep, and make
your own dresses instead of putting on
those rotten rags? Brother Brigham, Am
I scolding? [President B. Young: “I don’t
know.”] He says he don’t know; and if he
don’t, how is it likely that you should?

O my Father and God, where is the hon-
est man? I have lost confidence in the world,
and in those that lay schemes of iniquity.
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I rise, not for the purpose of delivering
a lengthy address before this assembly. I do
not claim to be an orator, a statesmen, or a
politician; but I am an American citizen, in
common with you all; and I am proud of
the name.

I look back upon my ancestors as
American citizens also, not only from the
foundation of this republic, but from the
first settlement of this country. They were
among the “Pilgrims” that landed upon
our eastern shore seven generations ago.

We have listened to a very eloquent
address on the rise of the American na-
tion—on the achievement of our national
Independence, in relation to establishing
the great platform of American liberty—
viz., the American Constitution.

Much might be said upon each of
these topics. Much might be said in
relation to the sufferings endured by
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the colonies before they achieved their in-
dependence. Much might be said in rela-
tion to the battles fought by our fathers
to obtain that liberty which they and we
their children enjoy. It is not my inten-
tion to dwell upon these subjects; but I will
call your attention, upon this occasion, to
some of the rights guaranteed to us by the
Constitution of our country.

A few years sufficed to demonstrate the in-
adequacy of the “Articles of Confederation,”
to obviate which the Constitution was es-
tablished, conferring increased power upon
the General Government. That its power
might be clearly understood, Article X of
the amendments was ratified as follows—
“The powers not delegated to the United
States by the Constitution, nor prohibited
by it to the States, are reserved to the states
respectively, or to the people.” It will be per-
ceived that there are no prohibitions upon
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