112

citizens outside the boundaries of
States.

In the Constitution we find certain
rights and privileges guaranteed to ALL
American citizens. We there find cer-
tain powers delegated to the General
Government, and certain powers reserved
in the respective State governments, or to
American citizens.

We read, in the 4th section of the 4th
article of the Constitution, words to this
effect—“The United States shall guarantee
to every State in this Union a Republican
form of government.” This one item in
the Constitution is a power granted to the
American Congress—to the American na-
tion. They were limited by the Constitution
in regard to the form of government that
should be established upon American
soil. They have not the right, by that
Constitution, to organize a government
upon any other than Republican princi-
ples. They have not the right to establish a
monarchy upon this soil: the Constitution
forbids or prohibits their doing so. In a
national capacity, under the Constitution,
they have not the right to guarantee any
but a Republican form of government,
which government of right emanates from
the people to be governed. This is the very
nature of a Republican form of govern-
ment, as we American citizens understand
it. It differs from various other governments
whose history we have read. It differs from
the Republican governments of past ages.
We read that Republican governments ex-
isted in some of the ancient nations. They
existed for a short period, and then ceased.
But their forms and the forms of the gov-
ernments now in the European nations are
of a kind more or less different from the one
with which we, as American citizens, are
blest. It is not necessary, however, for me,
in the few remarks I shall make, to dwell
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upon the various kingdoms and empires
of the old world. Doubtless the citizens of
Utah are sufficiently acquainted with the
history of those nations to know that our
American Government differs from them
all in unreservedly granting to the people
the power to govern themselves—the pow-
er to appoint their own officers—the pow-
er to enact their own laws; and Congress
has no power granted by the Constitution
to interfere with that system. But the
Congress, the United States as a Union,
are restricted in this particular; they are
prohibited from granting any other than a
Republican form of government upon the
American continent.

Let us briefly turn our attention to the
State Governments, and see if the Parent
Government has fulfilled its pledge, in
the Constitution, by granting Republican
forms of government to the several States
that have been admitted into our Union.
Yes, they have permitted them to elect their
own officers, enact their own laws, vote at
Presidential elections, and have a represen-
tation in Congress, and a voice and vote in
the governmental affairs of the nation.

How is it with the Territories? Is a
Republican form of government extended
to the Territories, according to the spirit and
letter of the Constitution? In the first place,
where can you find one item, from the be-
ginning to the end, that grants to Congress
the right to establish a Territorial govern-
ment, unless petitioned by the people so to
do? It cannot be found. And should citizens
in a Territory petition Congress to grant to
them a form of government, Congress are
restricted to granting a form strictly and fully
Republican. Some urge that a part of the 3rd
section of Article [V—“The Congress shall
have power to dispose of, and make all need-
ful rules and regulations respecting the
Territory or other property belonging to
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