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to the nations, the sisters who pray for

the kingdom, the men who labor in the

fields and elsewhere, and all who ask

Him to bless and build up his Zion, and

bring in the reign of righteousness and

peace, that all who desire may rejoice in

the blessings of the government of God

among men. God bless them, and the

children of the Saints, in the name of Je-

sus.

Parents, have you ever noticed that

your children have exercised faith for

you when you have been sick? The

little daughter, seeing you sick, will

lift her heart with a pure, angelic-like

prayer to heaven; and disease is rebuked

when that kind of faith is exercised. God

bless the children! I pray that they may

live and be reared up in righteousness,

that God may have a people that will

spread and establish one universal reign

of peace, and possess the powers of the

world to come. This is my prayer con-

stantly.

God bless you! Amen.
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I will say a few words before we dis-

miss, and I wish to say that which will

be comforting and consoling to those who

delight in the truth—that which will be

pleasing to our Father in Heaven, and

be sanctioned by his Holy Spirit, by an-

gels, and by the Saints who live upon the

earth.

You hear much said by some about

their sacrifices. As they use the term,

it is without meaning to me. Divines

exclaim—"Come, and give all for Christ."

I would like to know what the children

of men have to give—what they have to

sacrifice. To my understanding, the term

is used improperly. We are but stew-

ards over what our Father puts in our

possession. We possess houses, farms,

gardens, orchards, vineyards, and plea-

sant locations; but are they actually

ours? No. Is there a foot or an inch

of this earth that rightly belongs to us?

No. God has put it in our possession,

and has given us ability to take from the

elements to make habitations to shelter

ourselves; but are the elements ours?

Suppose the Lord should cause a tor-

nado to pass through here, as he has

lately done in some places in the States,

and destroy all we possess, can we say

to the winds, Cease blowing? Or sup-

pose he should cause lightning to de-

stroy our buildings, can we stop it? No.

We have power to plough, sow, till, and

irrigate; but can we, of ourselves, pro-

duce one spear of grass, or one kernel of

grain? No. With me, it is folly to say that


