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we own anything; and to speak of giving

or sacrificing, as many do, is a misappli-

cation of terms.

The spirits of the human family are

pure and holy at the time they enter

tabernacles; but the Lord has so ordered

that the enemy has great power over

our tabernacles, whose organization per-

tains to the earth. Through this plan

arises our probationary warfare. Our

tabernacles are conceived in sin, and sin

conceives in them; and our spirits are

striving to bring our bodies into subjec-

tion, and to overcome the Devil and the

evils in the world. This war and striv-

ing to overcome that evil power must

continue until we triumph. To accom-

plish this, we must so yield obedience to

the Divine influence as to learn the prin-

ciples of eternal life—to learn to bring

the whole man—all the passions, sym-

pathies, and feelings in subjection to the

spirit. Our spirits are warring against

the flesh, and the flesh against our spir-

its; and all we have to do is to let the

spirits that have come from our Father

in heaven reign triumphant, and bring

into subjection everything that tends to

evil: then we are Christ's.

The Savior has not finished his work,

and cannot receive the fulness of his

glory until the influence and power of

the wicked are overcome and brought

into subjection. When the wicked in-

habitants of the earth, the beasts of

the field, fowls of the air, fish of the

sea, all mineral substances, and all else

pertaining to this earth, are overcome,

then he will take the kingdom, present

it to the Father, and say, "Here is the

work you gave me to do—you made the

appointment—I have wrought faithfully,

and here are my brethren and sisters

who have wrought with me. We have

wrought faithfully together; we have

overcome the flesh, hell, and the Devil.

I have overcome, they have followed

in my footsteps, and here are all thou

hast given me; I have lost none, except

the son of perdition."

Jesus suffered himself to be crowned

with thorns and crucified; but suppose

he had said, "I will not make this great

sacrifice; I am the Almighty; I will dash

my enemies to pieces, and I will not die

for the world," what would have been the

result? Jesus would have become a son

of perdition; he would have lost every

power and right to the kingdom he was

about to redeem—would have become no

better than the son of the morning who

contended against him, and would have

contended against righteousness from

that time, and against whoever the Lord

would then appoint to destroy sin and

death, and him that had the power of it.

We can follow darkness and death, if

we choose; but let us cling to light in-

stead of darkness, malice, hatred, wrath,

and bitterness; for Jesus will make an

end of all evil. Himself is all that man

has to give for wisdom. When you do

this, it is not giving facts for facts, but

it is exchanging falsehood for facts, and

folly for truth. What have you to give for

life everlasting? You are your Father's.

We cannot own anything, in the strict

sense of the word, until we have power

to bring into existence and hold in exis-

tence, independent of all other powers.

One will say, "I have given a thousand

dollars towards building up the kingdom

of God," when strictly he did not own

a dollar. You take the money you have

in your possession and put it in another

place, or to another use; and though you

thus use millions of gold and other prop-

erty, unless you do so with that spirit of

charity in which the widow cast in her

mite, it will avail you nothing.

We have received this and that,

but it is not ours; it is committed


