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from heaven. A father says, "I cannot

part with my son," when the son is a

miserable, drunken, swearing thief; and

a son, who has a beastly, low, and de-

bauched father, says, "I must have my

father with me." Do you not see, at a

glance, that if the Savior was now here,

those persons would prefer to walk hand

in hand, and then must join hands with

some others of like character, and they

must join with a crowd worse still, and

they with another still worse, until they

muster in the hosts of hell, and march

with them; they will not part from each

other. Do you not, then, see the situation

of many in this community?

Who among you realizes the blessings

we are privileged with? Glory, immor-

tality, eternal wisdom, and eternal exis-

tence are on one hand; darkness, night,

death, pain, damnation, and hell are on

the other; and some would like to join

those opposing principles, and are striv-

ing to do so.

The Elders exhort you to refrain from

every evil, to be careful, prudent, faith-

ful, and wise, and to learn how to sus-

tain your mortal career—how to pre-

serve your bodies. Will you give heed?

Not all of you. The Elders of Israel may

preach themselves to death, and still

fools will sell their last kernel of grain

for whiskey, or for a song, and, so far

as they are concerned, let their families

die of want. I greatly desire to see you

all so live that you can understand the

blessings God bestows on us, the orga-

nization of the spirit and the body, and

the germ of eternal intelligence that is

planted within us to increase. I would

like to have all understand that the Lord

has sent forth the plan of salvation ex-

pressly to enable mankind to overcome

the sin sown in the flesh, and exalt them-

selves with the faithful who have gone

before to dwell with angels and Gods.

We cannot alter our position, only

as we live for such change as we de-

sire, and prevail upon our friends to fol-

low our example. Here are thousands of

the brethren who are anxious to preach

the Gospel to the world, declare what

they understand pertaining to eternal

life, and gather their scores and thou-

sands, with what result? The saving

of a portion of the whole number, while

the rest will be prepared for eternal de-

struction. Is it not grievous? How many

there are who have been taken like in-

fants, as it were, from foreign countries

and from the States, and been helped,

fed, clothed, and nourished, and yet have

turned round and become our greatest

enemies! Is not such folly sickening to

the soul, and an abhorrence to every feel-

ing? Mankind have the privilege of eter-

nal life—the privilege to prepare them-

selves to dwell in the presence of the Fa-

ther and Son—to dwell in eternal burn-

ings, where all is pure and holy. No sin—

no corruption can dwell there. Sin came

through the fall, and death by sin; and

they are warring against our spirits now

in tabernacles, which warfare continues

from childhood to death; and who will

overcome?

A propensity to evil seems to be sown

more strongly in the natures of some

than it is in others. One seems to love

strong drink better than he loves his life;

it is sweeter to him than is the cool-

ing stream, and he is overcome through

the weakness of the flesh. Who has

the greatest reason to be thankful to his

God—the man that has no strong pas-

sion or evil appetite to overcome, or the

one that tries day by day to overcome,

and yet is overtaken in fault? The power

of his strength, faith, and judgment

is overcome, and he is found in fault

through his evil propensities, though he

is striving, day after day, and night af-

ter night, to overcome. Who has reason

to be the most thankful? The being that


