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When we talk about sinners, Saints,

the world, Christ, men of God, men of the

world, men of science, men of talent, and

kings on their thrones, every person that

understands the Gospel of salvation re-

alizes that more glory and honor are at-

tached to his character and calling than

to all the man-made kings ever crowned

upon the earth.

When I reflect upon these things and

realize them, it is impossible for me to

answer my feelings before the people.

You frequently hear me express a wish

that I had a voice to penetrate the heart

of every being upon the earth. But if I

had the power to speak to them, and the

ability to convey my ideas in language

so plain that children could not misun-

derstand, speaking to all in their own

language, I should still come far short

and be obliged to say, "My soul is bur-

dened, because I have no place to pour

it out." That is the situation of angels

and Prophets who have gone behind the

veil. Here are persons who have been

in this Church from the beginning. Do

they so live that the heavens are open

to them? Or are they still of the earth,

earthy? Are they groveling in the dark-

ness that covers the nations of the earth?

This inquiry you may answer for your-

selves. Perhaps some will say they have

a reason to be discouraged. This people

have not received, improved, grown, and

enlarged in their capacities as fast as

they should have done. I am not accus-

ing any individual; but, as a community,

we have not improved and increased in

the knowledge of God and godliness ac-

cording to our privileges. Am I discour-

aged? I am not. Does my heart fail me?

Am I ready to say that the kingdom of

God is broken, and there is no salvation

for the people? By no means. If I live

as long as Enoch lived, who walked with

the Lord three hundred and sixty-five

years, can I then see a people prepared

to enter at once in the celestial world?

No. Many may think that Enoch and his

whole city were taken from the earth di-

rectly into the presence of God. That is

a mistaken idea. If, within three hun-

dred and sixty-five years, I can see a peo-

ple capable of surmounting every sin, of

overcoming every evil and effect of sin to

such a degree as to be separated in the

flesh from the sinful portion of the world

and from all the effects of the fall—a

great people as pure and holy as were the

people of Enoch, I should not complain,

and, perhaps, have no cause to. Yet, in

the latter days, God will cut short his

work in righteousness.

Do you understand that what the

Lord will perform in the latter days will

be done quicker than in the former days?

He suffered Noah to occupy one hun-

dred and twenty years in building the

ark. Were he to command us to build

an ark, he would not allow so long a

time for completing it. On account of

the work's being hastened in our time, I

have good reason to urge upon the peo-

ple the necessity of their living their re-

ligion every moment—of their increas-

ing in faith, in wisdom, in knowledge,

and in power to forsake all bad habits—

to say to all who are in the habit of

doing wrong, of getting angry, of con-

tending with their neighbors, and abus-

ing them with their tongues, and abus-

ing themselves, Refrain from your evil

ways. "We will," say they; but in a very

short time many are engaged in their for-

mer evil practices, like the child's whit-

tling the furniture. It appears as though

such persons were glued to the world,

and will love and worship it. When they

learn the truth, they will learn that it

is a folly for a man to love gold and

silver, goods and chattels, or any other

kind of property and possessions. One


