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depth of the low, miserable degradation
that they themselves are in. But do we
despise them? No; we pity them. “Pity
them?” Yes, pity them. They are flesh of
your flesh, bone of your bone. God “hath
made of one blood all nations of men for
to dwell on all the face of the earth;” con-
sequently, they are flesh of our flesh and
bone of our bone. They profess to despise
us, but they are not able to think as meanly
of us as we know them to be, and we pity
them. We seek to do them good. They are
endowed with capacity to learn and prac-
tice principles that will preserve them on
the earth, in the world of spirits, and after
the resurrection; but they are abusing their
talent, and they are to be pitied.

All who understand the principles of
eternal life look upon their fellow beings
with a watchful eye, and their hearts are
filled with deep anxiety for their welfare.
They anxiously desire that people would
see and understand what pertains to eternal
life. It is highly gratifying to the Lord, to
angels, and to all good men, to see intel-
ligent beings organized to receive a great
amount of intelligence—seeking to pos-
sess eternal life. On the other hand, how
sad it is to see them wasting their time with
trifles, and directing their steps to eternal
death! How delightful it would be to see
them pursuing the way of life—to preserve
both the body and spirit, and in the resur-
rection to see their noble spirits reunited
with their bodies and coming into the pres-
ence of God to live forever! There are men
here who look upon us as being of an or-
ganization inferior to that of the generality
of the people of the world. If I did not pity
them, I should be chagrined at myself.

Contrast the course this people
are pursuing with that of the world.
All ye inhabitants of the earth,
hearken and hear! God has, in our day,
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spoken from the heavens; he has bestowed
his holy Priesthood on the children of men;
he has called upon all people to repent; and
here are the few who have left all for the
sake of the eternal life proffered to them,
and their course is upward and onward to
eternal increase. Do this people know more
than they did a few years ago? Yes; every
day’s experience adds to your amount of
knowledge: you are treasuring up knowl-
edge and wisdom. The children raised in
this Church are more than a match, in
spiritual matters, for the kings, princes,
governors, senators, representatives, and
all the reputed wise men of Egypt. And
the boys from twenty to twenty-five years
of age, who have been raised in this com-
munity, who have enjoyed the teachings
of the Prophet Joseph, will outweigh, in
intelligence in relation to national policy,
the Congress of the United States, with the
President at their head.

Your course is onward and upward, al-
though you do not improve as rapidly as
you should. You should walk continually
in the light of God’s countenance, and no
more walk in darkness. Were such the case,
would you hear of any contention—of
those little, frivolous, trifling difficulties
that now too frequently occur? Would
you hear, “The world is something to me!”
“My farm is something to me!” “My goods
are something to me!” “My heart is upon
the things of this world!” “I must provide
for my family,” etc.? There are but few
of this people, in comparison, who yet
know how to provide for a wife and two
children. What of the world? Are they any
more capable of providing for themselves
than are this people? In the world you will
find many more, in proportion, who know
less, and are less capable of taking care of
themselves.

I wish you to thoroughly under-
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