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In instructing the people, I desire and

seek to obtain the light of the Spirit of

truth, and the power and assistance of

God to give me words to so convey my

ideas that the hearers can understand

me. I have ideas that I deem very valu-

able, and I wish to so impart them to my

fellow beings that they can comprehend

them as I do, and, if they will, esteem

them as I do, really feeling their worth.

It is all I ask. Preachers are in the

habit of reading a portion of Scripture

for a text, and preaching from it, but sel-

dom upon it. Such discourses as brother

Bywater and brother Kimball gave us

this forenoon, and such as you generally

hear from this stand, would serve those

preachers a long time, for they are all

texts. We have not time to show wherein

an Apostle or Prophet meant thus and

so, but we pour out the words of life

to the people, as did the Apostles and

Prophets anciently.

No man ever preached a Gospel ser-

mon, except by the gift and power of

the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven.

Without this power, there is no light

in the preaching. Brother Bywater re-

marked that he did not desire a man

of God, when he arose to speak to

the people, to say, "Thus saith the

Lord God Almighty," or "Thus saith Je-

sus Christ." People who require this,

or who constantly require written rev-

elation, have not a correct conception

of revelation and its Spirit. What

do the present professing Christian

world know about the words of the Lord

that came to Jeremiah, Isaiah, and other

ancient Prophets? They read and hear

without understanding much; they have

not a true conception of the truth or prin-

ciple of what they are reading. Is this

the case with the Latter-day Saints? It is

more or less the case with those who are

continually desiring to have "Thus saith

the Lord," and more written revelations.

Those who possess the Spirit of revela-

tion know the voice of the Good Shep-

herd when they hear it, and a stranger

they will not follow. They discern the

difference between the spirit and power

of the Gospel and the precepts of men.

When they hear truth poured upon the

people, in comparison like the cataract

of Niagara, they do not want "Thus saith

the Lord," for it carries with it its own

evidence, and is revelation to the be-

liever. They understand, and the foun-

tain within them springs up to everlast-

ing life; they are happy partakers of the

peace of God through the administra-

tion of his servants, and of the truths

the Lord dispenses; and they receive

truth upon truth, light upon light, which

cheers and comforts their hearts day by

day. If you wish to understand the true

principles of revelation, live for it: there

is no other way of obtaining eternal life.

Our spirits were pure and holy

when they entered our tabernacles;


