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hearts. This portion of his remarks I wish
you particularly to treasure up.

If the angel Gabriel were to descend
and stand before you, though he said not a
word, the influence and power that would
proceed from him, were he to look upon
you in the power he possesses, would melt
this congregation. His eyes would be like
flaming fire, and his countenance would
be like the sun at mid-day. The counte-
nance of a holy angel would tell more than
all the language in the world. If men who
are called to speak before a congregation
rise full of the Holy Spirit and power of
God, their countenances are sermons to
the people. But if their affections, feelings,
and desires are like the fool’s eyes, to the
ends of the earth, looking for this, that,
and the other, and the kingdom of God is
far from them, and not in all their affec-
tions, they may rise here and talk what they
please, and it is but like sounding brass or a
tinkling cymbal-—mere empty, unmeaning
sounds to the ears of the people. I cannot
say this of what I have heard today.

Those faithful Elders who have testified
of this work to thousands of people on the
continents and islands of the seas will see
the fruits of their labors, whether they have
said five words or thousands. They may
not see these fruits immediately, and per-
haps, in many cases, not until the millen-
nium; but the savor of their testimony will
pass down from father to son. Children
will say, “The words of life were spoken
to my grandfather and grandmother: they
told me of them, and I wish to become a
member of the Church. I also wish to be
baptized for my father and mother and
grandparents;” and they will come and
keep coming—the living and the dead;
and you will be satisfied with your labors,
whether they have been much or little, if
you continue faithful.
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JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES

Brother Long remarked that before he
gathered to Zion he had imbibed an idea
that the people were all pure here. This is
a day of trial for you. If there is anything
that should give us sorrow and pain, it is
that any of the brethren and sisters come
here and neglect to live their religion. Some
are greedy, covetous, and selfish, and give
way to temptation; they are wicked and
dishonest in their dealings one with an-
other, and look at and magnify the faults
of everybody, on the right and on the left.
“Such a sister is guilty of pilfering; such a
brother is guilty of swearing,” etc., “And
we have come a long distance to be joined
with such a set: we do not care a dime
for ‘Mormonism,” nor for anything else.”
The enemy takes the advantage of such
persons, and leads them to do that for
which they are afterwards sorry. This is a
matter of great regret to those who wish
to be faithful. But no matter how many
give themselves up to merchandising, and
love it better than their God, how many
go to the gold mines, how many go back
on the road to trade with the wicked, or
how many take their neighbors’ wood af-
ter it is cut and piled up in the canyons,
or steal their neighbors’ axes, or anything
that is their neighbors. You live your re-
ligion, and we shall see the day when we
shall tread iniquity under foot. But if you
listen to those who practice iniquity, you
will be carried away by it, as it has carried
away thousands. Let everyone get a knowl-
edge for himself that this work is true. We
do not want you to say that it is true un-
til you know that it is; and if you know it,
that knowledge is as good to you as
though the Lord came down and told you.
Then let every person say, “I will live my
religion, though every other person goes
to hell. T will walk humbly before God,
and deal honestly with my fellow beings.”
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