
Christ, God will take care of his people and 
carry on this work. Brother Cannon stated 
that one gentleman he conversed with said 
that there is a power in this work beyond 
the power of Brigham Young. If we did not 
know this, we should quickly scatter. All 
that any man can do is to do his duty. No 
one possesses power in himself to bear off 
the work of God and build up the Lord’s 
kingdom. It is his work, and the Lord will 
accomplish it by the means he will employ. 
Brother Cannon has been successful, in the 
hands of God, in doing good; and so have 
others. Brothers Hooper and Eldredge have 
done good.

Brother Eldredge stated that he was not 
sent on a mission this time. He was not, 
but I was thankful that he took it in his 
head to go. We did not know whom to call 
upon to go and transact business for us in 
the States. He had crossed the Plains for us 
so often that I would not call upon him to 
go, but I was pleased and thankful when he 
concluded to go and proffered to attend to 
our business. He has always transacted our 
business to our satisfaction. I do not know 
that he has ever dropped a stitch in the net 
he has woven for us in his business transac-
tions, and that is almost more than I can 
say of any other man. He has had my faith 
and prayers, the same as though he had 
been called. I was determined, if he did go, 
that he should make the first step towards 
it. He went, has done good, and all is well; 
and so have others done good: they have 
made themselves useful.

While brother Cannon was speaking of 
the trouble the Gentiles have in providing 
for their poor, I thought, if they would 
take my counsel, that I could tell them a 
better way than they practice. They raise 
large amounts of means for supporting 
their poor. It is given to them; they use it

up, and are where they were at first. Had 
they wisdom, they would appoint a man 
to take charge of the poor and take them 
into Kansas or Nebraska, or some other 
locality where land is cheap, and teach 
them to support themselves. Set the men 
to ploughing and the women to planting, 
with a good farmer to show them how, and 
in a little while they will be able to sustain 
themselves. Let each Ward of a city do 
this, until all the able poor are provided 
with farms and know how to raise their 
bread; then let them get a few sheep, and 
manufacture the wool into good, warm, 
and comfortable clothing, and then raise 
flax and manufacture it. By pursuing this 
course, in a few years there would be but 
few poor in the United States.

The reason we have no poor who are 
able to work is because we plan to set every 
person to work at some profitable employ-
ment, and teach them to maintain them-
selves. If a person is not able to take care 
of himself, we will take care of him. How? 
Ever since I left my father I have had some 
of his family to provide for. Ever since I 
have been in this Church I have never suf-
fered a relative to be maintained by the 
Church. But some men and women cast 
their children and other relatives upon the 
Church. If one has an aged sister who can-
not maintain herself, he passes her over to 
the Church; or if an aged father or mother, 
why, “let the Church or brother Brigham 
take care of them and provide for them.” 
It is a disgrace to every man and woman 
that has sense enough to live, not to take 
care of their own relatives, their own poor, 
and plan for them to do something they 
are able to do. There are some blind people 
here who more than maintain themselves. 
Some old ladies cannot do hard work, but 
they can darn stockings and do other light 
work.
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