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earth, and yield to a paltry, foolish, fallen

disposition to do evil? Yes; wives have

been called to weep and mourn for their

children and husbands, husbands for

their wives and children, and children

for their parents. The parable of the Sav-

ior still holds good—the net still gathers

good and bad. There are families here

whose husbands and fathers are now

preaching the Gospel. They will return

by-and-by, and will bring their sheaves

with them. Those who have been con-

verted through their labors will follow

them, and there will be a few who will

be steadfast and live their religion, but

not all who are gathered from the na-

tions; for the Gospel net will gather good

and bad, and will continue so to do as

long as the fishermen cast their net into

the sea. Still, a righteous person will

never be discouraged, but will constantly

contend against his evil passions, and

against evil in his family and neighbor-

hood; and the Lord will utterly cleanse

his thrashingfloor as with the besom of

destruction.

Be not discouraged, for it is a joyful

time. Do you have peace and plenty? Yes.

We have all the time enjoyed peace and

plenty in Great Salt Lake City. Great

peace have those who love the law of

the Gospel, and nothing shall offend

them. Great joy have they who love our

Lord Jesus Christ; and great peace do

those enjoy who delight in working the

works of righteousness. Let the bless-

ings of heaven attend you, is my prayer

continually. Be faithful, ye Saints. Con-

tend against evil, and cease not to take

every measure to do away with all the

evil that is in your midst until God shall

sanctify a people and prepare them to

dwell in his presence.

Marvel not that we have what are

called troubles: marvel not that our en-

emies seek to destroy us and the king-

dom of God from the earth. These per-

secutions are to prepare the humble and

faithful to dwell in the presence of God

the Father and his Son, while the vast

multitudes of the earth must dwell in the

kingdoms prepared for them, but can-

not dwell in his presence. If you expect

to gain the glory you anticipate, never

grieve, nor sorrow, nor mourn at the

providences of God when they cause you

to suffer, or to part with every earthly ob-

ject you have. If they cause fathers and

mothers to separate from their children,

and husbands from their wives, it mat-

ters not: God is our Father, and the off-

spring of Adam are our brothers and sis-

ters. Who is my father, mother, sister,

and brother? Those who do the will of

my Father in heaven.

God bless you! Amen.


