
DIVERSITY AMONG MEN, ETC. 159

readily understand that without the

principle and Spirit of revelation, it

will be impossible to communicate these

principles to the people.

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the

opening avenue—the open gate in the

road or way from earth to heaven,

through which direct revelation comes to

the children of men in their various ca-

pacities, according to their callings and

standing in the society in which they

live. The Gospel of salvation is a portion

of the law that pertains to the kingdom

where God resides; and the ordinances

pertaining to the holy Priesthood are the

means by which the children of men find

access to the way of life, wherein they

can extend their travels until they re-

turn to the presence of their Father and

God. This no person will dispute, who

has faith in the character of the Deity.

They will acknowledge that God is true,

that his system of salvation is correct,

that his law is just, that he is equal in

all his ways, and that the ordinances of

his house are true and faithful; but when

you speak of the Gospel as preached by

the Elders of this Church, the query

arises in a moment, "Is this true?" Yes,

as you have often heard stated, it is

a fact that earth and hell cannot deny.

The sound of this Gospel carries convic-

tion to every heart that has heard it; it

carries an influence and power that no

other sound has. But, though they are

thus convicted, yet they will query, "Is it

true?" If it were not that the conviction of

the Almighty pervades even the sound of

"Mormonism," you would not see armies

arrayed against this people.

This is the most moral people upon

the face of all the earth, with all the

rascality there is in a few. The Gospel

net gathers both good and bad. We

have both here. But this people, as a

people, are the most circumspect and

moral people that now live. It has

been said that we are a low, groveling,

lawless people. There is not a man in

our Government, who has a good sound

heart and brain, but what will say that

we are the most law-abiding people in

the United States.

All, so far as they have heard, are

convinced that the work in which we are

engaged is true—that it is the Gospel

of salvation—the voice of God from the

heavens to all people. Hear it, O ye in-

habitants of the earth! The Lord has

again spoken from the heavens, and re-

vealed the holy Priesthood, to save the

children of men from impending ruin.

Though this is true, they fancy that

they can devise systems by which they

can save themselves, enter into the gate

of rest, and secure to themselves that

eternal repose the heart aches for all

through life. There may be some ex-

ceptions to this general truth, but the

existence of a Supreme Being is uni-

versally acknowledged by man. This is

to be found in the lowest of the hea-

then nations, and they worship accord-

ing to the best knowledge they have. The

inhabitants of Hindostan, Japan, &c.,

are devotional people, though they wor-

ship before images, not knowing better.

The aborigines of this country also wor-

ship according to their traditions, as do

all the heathen nations. They make

their graven images of brass, wood, sil-

ver, and gold to represent the Deity they

seek to please. The Roman Catholic

Church uses paintings and images of Je-

sus Christ and the Virgin Mary; but

ask them if they worship these pictures

and images, and they will tell you, "No:

the picture or image only represents to

the eye the Being we worship." So it is

with the worship of the heathen nations:

they will tell you they "do not worship

the inanimate image, but that the God

they worship is in eternity. We do not

see him, but our fathers have taught us

many things which we wish to retain


