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they would find hell; for they would, if
they found gold. Every man that prays to
find it here virtually prays that the Devil
may have power over the kingdom of God
to destroy it from the earth. Perhaps some
of these very men will give a sixpence, shil-
ling, or a dollar to the Elders who are going
out to preach. Such men know no more
than those Elders who go out on missions
to gather gold to administer to their non-
sensical appetites; but it goes from them,
and they know not where it goes. Every
Saint should understand that the Lord will
bring forth to us the gold when we need it.
We now want shoes, boots, hats, bonnets,
dresses, coats, food, and comfortable hous-
es, to enable us to live long on the earth,
with wisdom to know how to use all crea-
ture comforts.

The means which you donate for sup-
porting our Missions shall be entered in
the book of the law of the Lord, that the
record thereof may go down to your pos-
terity. It will not be put into our pockets,
nor used for other purposes—at least, not
with my knowledge or consent. I shall
throw this business into the hands of the
Bishops. The good Bishop will get a lib-
eral donation, while the others will not get
much. “As is the priests, so are the people;”
and as is the Bishop, so is his Ward. Let
the Bishops commence at the intermission
to receive donations, and continue so to
do until a week from tonight. With these
means we expect to send the Elders directly
to their fields of labor.

It is my business to control the disburse-
ments of the Tithing paid by the Saints, and
not the business of every Elder in the king-
dom who thinks the Tithing belongs to him.
In the English Mission, where comparatively
but little was done, fifty-four thousand dol-
lars of the Tithing money has been expend-
ed by the Elders during the last two years.

JOD Vol 8-LIVE.indd 170

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES

This has been kept from my knowledge
until recently; but I have now got hold of
the rope, and I will search out every secret
act pertaining to this matter. The money
that has been spent on those Elders ought
to have been used to gather the poor and
pay the debts previously contracted in their
emigration. Elders have expended hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars of Church
funds, and have left me hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars to pay. The motto of many
seems to have been—“Not one cent will
we let the Trustee-in-Trust have, if we can
keep it out of his hands.” I am going to
search into this course until it is stopped.
It is the business of the Elders to preach the
Gospel and gather the poor. If they do not
do this, they will come home shorn of their
strength. You may wonder why I have not
sooner spoken of this. I could not get it in
shape to do so until now, and have had to
groan under it. My Counselors and imme-
diate associates know how I have felt, ever
since I have been in this Valley, with regard
to the way in which the work is carried on
abroad.

The Lord takes one man, whom he
knows to be just and righteous, and places
in his path an abundance of possessions—
houses and lands, cattle, and every good
thing that can be bestowed upon an in-
dividual, while many of his brethren and
neighbors around him imagine that he has
obtained his possessions by deceiving, by
oppressing the poor, and keeping back the
wages of the hireling, and they undertake to
get rich by dishonesty. This is the case with
many of the Elders of Israel, and herein
they make a great mistake. “The race is not
to the swift, nor the battle to the strong,
nor riches to men of wisdom,” but to those
whom God favors. You may ask me for
proof of this. It is ready, were it wise to pro-
duce it. May the Lord bless you! Amen.
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