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In the forenoon, brother Hooper

asked—"What will not people do for

gold?" I will answer the question. They

will not serve God with a pure heart; you

cannot hire them to do this. If they serve

God, it will be by their own free will and

choice. Persons can be hired to preach for

money, but it does not follow that such

preaching is doing God service.

As I mentioned this morning, when

the god of this world is hoisted, the priest

from the pulpit and the pious deacon and

the people worship at its shrine. All

the churches and all the world run after

gold.

The arts and sciences are somewhat

advanced among the Christian nations;

but as to a true knowledge of things as

they are in eternity, there never were na-

tions more ignorant. According to my

definition of the word, a people are hea-

thenish that do not know things as they

ought. The Christian world, so called,

are heathens as to their knowledge of

the salvation of God. If those nations

that we call heathen were civilized as

we are, intelligent as we are, we would

not call them heathen. The civilized

world term those heathen who do not

follow their customs, who are not edu-

cated as they are, and who do not wor-

ship according to the modern Christian

form of worship. Without doubt, much

of the display and pretended knowledge

and wisdom that were presented to the

Japanese visitors by the senators, repre-

sentatives, and great men of our nation,

were offensive to them; and perhaps

they looked upon the inhabitants of the

United States as a poor, miserable, de-

graded, abominable people, not fit to

live upon the earth. Pass from Japan

to China, then to India, then westerly

across Asia, and probably those people

view our nation in much the same light.

And when you arrive in the Christian na-

tions, they esteem themselves wiser and

far in advance of those they call heathen.

The women in Christendom cannot

successfully compete, in spinning and

weaving, with those in the East In-

dies and some other heathen nations.

And arts and sciences, in the so-called

heathen nations, in many respects ex-

cel the attainments of the Christian na-

tions. Then pass in review the ancient

heathen nations—examine their archi-

tecture and their other productions in

the mechanical departments, as to this

day exhibited in their works and ruins,

and all the boasted knowledge of Chris-

tendom in those branches fades in com-

parison. The civilized world have a tol-

erably good understanding of the art of

navigation, but father Noah knew more

about it than do all the mariners now

upon the earth. Abraham knew more

about astronomy and true philosophy

than does all Christendom. The civi-

lized nations know how to make machin-

ery, put up telegraph wires, &c., &c.;

and in nearly all branches, they are try-

ing to cheat each other; and finally they

will learn that they have been cheat-


