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The instructions, faith, revelations,

and Scriptures that have been given

from the earliest ages to the present—

all the past that has come within

my notice—all that is now transpiring

among the nations of the earth, so far

as we can see and understand—all the

privileges that men can enjoy, that are

allotted to the intelligent beings now be-

fore me, with the rest of mankind, and

much more than all this, continually oc-

cupy my mind, feelings, sympathies, and

judgment. We enjoy the greatest bless-

ings and privileges of any people we are

acquainted with.

What causes this people to do as

they do? It is written, "But there is

a spirit in man: and the inspiration of

the Almighty giveth them understand-

ing." It is a spirit that causes this peo-

ple to do what they do—to leave their na-

tive countries, to leave their fathers and

mothers, brethren and sisters, and take

up their line of march and travel thou-

sands of miles to this distant country;

and then, when selected for missions,

to again leave their fathers, mothers,

and friends, and travel back to their na-

tive lands, or to some other place, wher-

ever they are appointed to go. We can-

not behold that spirit and influence with

our natural eyes. The results alone are

known.

What causes the inhabitants of the

earth to do as they do—those who do

not believe in the Christian religion?

You remember that a few years ago

Mr. Sutter, in California, hired some

of our brethren, who had been in the

Mormon Battalion, to dig a millrace, in

which they found gold. The news spread

rapidly; and now, in the States, how

many places you can find forsaken! Good

farms, mechanic shops, stores, and other

good situations for men to live in and

make themselves comfortable, are de-

serted, having been sold or mortgaged

for a few hundred dollars with which

to go and get gold. Then try to num-

ber the widows and orphans who have

been left in a state of destitution; then

count the bones that are bleaching on

the prairies between the frontiers of the

Eastern States and California, and is not

this conduct as great a mystery as it is

to see our Elders do as they do? There

is also a spirit that prompts this craving

for gold.

There is a spirit that prompts the na-

tions to prepare for war, desolation, and

bloodshed—to waste each other away. Do

they realize it? No—no more than a

wicked man realizes the propriety of an

Elder's taking his line of march to Eu-

rope to preach the Gospel. The Spirit of

the Gospel that is in the hearts of be-

lievers prompts them to do as they do,

and the spirit of the enemy that is in the

wicked prompts them to do as they do

and is it not a mystery? Verily we can say

that man is a mystery to himself—that

he does not understand himself. When

he understands himself, he will under-

stand much about his Creator—his Fa-

ther and God.

The greatest desire in the bosom of

our Father Adam, or in his faithful


