
privilege of the law of the celestial king-
dom, of receiving revelation, of enjoying 
the keys and power of the blessings of the 
Priesthood as sons of God. What other 
people have these privileges? No other that 
we have any knowledge of. This brings us 
under deep obligation to one another, to 
angels, to Jesus, and to God our Father. 
We have to live close to the Lord, in order 
to have his Spirit to learn and understand 
what he requires of us. You hear some 
say—“I wish I had influence and power, 
and were in a situation to do good!” Is 
there a man in this community deprived of 
the privilege of doing all the good his heart 
can desire? You can every day live to pro-
mote the cause of our God, and your whole 
lives can be filled with doing good.

The travels and labors of the Elders 
about to go on missions will throw them 
into positions which will cause them to 
seek unto the Lord. They need to live their 
religion, to go forth with pure hearts and 
clean hands, and then preach the Gospel 
by the power of God sent down from heav-
en. They should touch not and taste not 
of sin, and when they return they should 
come pure and clean, ready to meet the 
Saints with open countenances. To all ap-
pearance, the Elders on missions have been 
in the habit of making their pockets a mat-
ter of more consideration than the souls 
of men. I am not going to suffer this any 
longer.

I want every Elder to make his calcula-
tions to get rich here, and not go abroad to 
get riches from the Saints there. Plan and 
operate here to make as much property as 
you please; and if you can put it in a shape 
to gather the Saints, do so; and when you 
are abroad use every sovereign to emigrate 
the poor. You may have one shirt on and 
one at the washerwoman’s, and decent  
and comfortable clothing; but what you

obtain over this must be used to gather 
the poor. “May I obtain money enough 
to come home?” Yes. “How many coats 
and pantaloons may we bring, and how 
many trunks packed with clothing of the 
most expensive kinds, for our wives and 
children?” I utterly forbid this practice. 
I forbid your bringing or sending home 
silk dresses and the like. Send and bring 
home the poor. I forbid your coming home 
in your carriages; I forbid your going out 
preachers and coming home merchants, 
but come home bringing your sheaves with 
you—the souls of the children of men—
spirits clothed in tabernacles. I forbid the 
Elders of Israel coming home as they have; 
but men, women, and children must be 
all the property, means, wealth, glory, and 
power that they bring home.

O ye gentiles, let me tell you that every 
Elder will do as I have told him, when he 
learns that the opposite course is wrong. 
And let me tell you that you will see the 
day when you will wish that you were 
“Mormon” Elders. By and by the Elders of 
Israel will have gold and silver for plates, 
cups, saucers, etc.; and when we have 
adorned and furnished our houses we will 
have gold and silver to pave our streets, and 
their enemies will be in hell, unable to raise 
a decent fiddler there, or any liquor, for it 
will all burn up, and every decent fiddler 
will go into a decent kingdom: we will have 
them. We are going to have the kingdom 
of God and the fulness thereof, and all the 
heights and depths of glory, power, and 
knowledge; and we shall have fathers and 
mothers, and wives and children.

Brother Cannon remarked that people 
wondered how many wives and children 
I had. He may inform them that I shall 
have wives and children by the million, 
and glory, and riches, and power, and do-
minion, and kingdom after kingdom, and
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