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elling on a mission, and that when we start-
ed we had but 13 dollars, 50 cents. And I
do know that I once took a five-dollar bill
out of my pocket, when we were raising
money for brother Joseph, and threw it in,
and that the next day I had just as much
as I had before I gave away the five dollars.
I do know that when I went to pay some
money that I owed, after giving some away
to the poor, I had just as much when I
came to pay my debts as I had before I gave
any to the poor. I do know that I handed
out a half-eagle to a poor man in my of-
fice, and then found two half-eagles in my
pocket that I never put there. And I also do
know that I never hungered or thirsted for
property.

Some may say—“Brother Brigham, you
are boasting, and you may be tried.” I may
be tried; but if T am, I pray God to give me
strength to bear the trial. I feel under the
most positive and strict obligation to make
every penny go as far as I can towards
preaching the Gospel, gathering Israel,
and doing good. I do not lust after prop-
erty; and I wish my brethren could see my
heart as I see theirs. I know the hearts of
my brethren who are around me, wheth-
er I chasten them or not. You act out
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what is naturally in you, and I can tell, by
the acts, by the faces, and by the doings of
men, what is in their hearts. We are here,
and we have the kingdom of God to build
up as the Lord directs, and carry out his re-
quirements in all things.

The Saints abroad are required to pay
their Tithing, but they have been made to
donate and pay so much that they have felt
that the cords were drawn pretty tight. Of
late we have let the strings loose, and the
people in the European Missions have be-
come slack in regard to paying even their
Tithing. This is a natural result, and I ex-
pected it. The brethren will now exhort
them to renew their good works in again
paying Tithing, and we must have a correct
account of it, and must have the privilege
of directing its expenditure for gathering
the Saints and building up the kingdom.
We wish to hurry and gather the brethren,
that they may receive their endowments,
and either remain Saints or apostatize; and
those who continue faithful may be taught
to more and more honor their faith and
cooperate in building up the kingdom of
God on the earth.

I have detained you long enough. God
bless you! Amen.
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