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REMARKS BY PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG, MADE IN THE BOWERY,
GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, SEPTEMBER 23, 1860
Reported by G. D. Watt

I am happy in discerning from brother
Calkin’s remarks that he is really expand-
ing and improving. He could not have
talked to this people before he went on
his mission as he can today. I now know
that he has been prompt and fervent in
the discharge of his duty, and has enjoyed
the Spirit of the Lord. And so far as I have
learned concerning his labors, I do not
know but that I am perfectly satisfied with
his course during his absence. He reported
himself immediately upon his arrival, be-
fore he went home, saying, “I am here, and
all T have is here; now what is wanted of
me?” Go home, rest, and make yourself
happy and comfortable, and by and by we
will have a long talk. I am pleased with his
remarks today. He is ready to leave again
tomorrow, to go here or there, east or west,
north or south. This is a satisfaction to me.
He feels to bless the people, and to pray for
them. He has had no doubt in regard to
the results of the afflictions or seeming tri-
als that our enemies strove to bring upon
us. Every heart that believes in the fulness
of the Gospel of life and salvation, as it
is revealed in this our day, has never had
a doubt as to the good results: there is no
doubt in the case. We may fail, if we are
not faithful; but God will not fail in ac-
complishing his work, whether we abide in
it or not.

I will now express a wish in rela-
tion to all who may rise here to
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ask a blessing on the bread and water of
the sacrament, or to speak to such large
congregations as assemble here. When a
blessing is asked upon the bread and wa-
ter by some persons, you cannot hear them
ten feet from the stand, and only a few
persons in this vast congregation can hear
one word. I want brother Hunter to let his
voice partially correspond with his body;
and when brother Hardy opens his mouth,
or any of the rest of the Bishops, I want
their voices to correspond with the occa-
sion; I want them to so lift up their voices
that all may hear, that all may say “Amen.”
When the Elders rise here to speak, I want
them to so raise their voices that the people
can hear them, that the audience may be
able to say “Amen” to all the good; and if
there is evil, refuse it. Naturally, I speak
low, and use but few words; but here I see
thousands of people who wish to hear what
is said; and how can they hear, unless the
speaker uses sufficient voice? I am often
obliged to so raise my voice beyond my
natural strength that it hurts my lungs and
my whole frame; but I do this for the sat-
isfaction of the people. I want my brethren
to do the same, that the hearts and faith of
the congregation may have an opportunity
to join in the worship of God. When any-
one rises to preach, pray, sing, exhort, or
bless the sacramental emblems, let him do
so with voice sufficient for all to hear.

I am highly gratified with brother
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