
Calkin’s report in relation to the Foreign 
Missions. We understand the situation of 
the brethren in those Missions, and one 
fact we wish the Saints at the gathering 
place to understand. How many hearts are 
now ready to receive what I am going to 
say? How many of you can receive the sen-
timents I will now advance, and treasure 
them up—make them more choice in your 
feelings than the pure gold? They are worth 
everything to us and to the people abroad. 
Do you know that here is the standard, 
the nucleus, the fountain, the head for all 
the exercises of the kingdom of God upon 
the face of the whole earth? Now, let the 
Saints in this congregation droop in their 
faith, and that spirit will spread before to-
morrow morning throughout the vast do-
main of this creation. Every Elder that goes 
abroad is a witness of this fact. This spirit 
spreads through a telegraphic influence or 
force that is independent of wires. Let this 
people at the gathering place wake out of 
their slumbers, gird on their armor, and go 
forth like men of war against wickedness, 
and every Branch throughout the Church 
feels the influence in a very short time—
it is speedily imparted to all creation. The 
wires, as it were, are set, the lightnings flash 
over them, and all feel the influence, when 
we are doing our duty here. It all depends 
upon us here. “Are we not obliged to send 
forth Elders?” Yes, for helps and govern-
ments, which are all necessary to God’s 
work.

Here is the kingdom, the Priesthood, 
and the power. Here are the eyes, and 
here is the sense; the head and the body 
are here, and every component part that 
comprises the kingdom of God upon the 
earth. The small Branches abroad feel the 
impulse of the spirit here, whether it is for 
good or for bad, whether it is for infor-
mation, for forgiveness, for life, for faith,

for light, or for power, or apostasy; the 
whole Church throughout the world feels 
the spirit that predominates here. Hear it, 
O ye Saints, and profit by it. We are send-
ing forth our Elders, and do you think it is 
in our power to tie their hands? If the head 
that has sent them forth into the world to 
preach the everlasting Gospel goes to sleep 
in its armor, wallows in wealth, or in any-
thing that is this side of the power of God, 
our Elders are at once tied; they feel the 
oppression, are trammeled and weakened, 
and will totter and fall, unless the head is 
wide awake for them.

Brother W. C. Staines, in his remarks, 
wished the Saints here to remember him 
in their prayers. Thousands here will hold 
him up in their faith and prayers. I wanted 
to add to his life on the earth, which going 
on his mission will do, even many years, if 
he does his duty. Such will be the case with 
brother John Needham. They are mer-
chants, and have heard that they are sent 
on this mission because they are specula-
tors. I do not know anything about that, 
but I feel that it is time that William C. 
Staines went on a mission: his life is worth 
more than the gold which he gathers from 
the sale of the goods he deals in. He is go-
ing on a mission, and is going just right. 
Brother Needham has been a merchant 
from his youth, and brother Staines has 
been a tiller of the soil. I have not the 
least fault to find with either of them; but 
brother Needham would probably die in 
a short time, were he to stay here. If he 
goes on this mission, he will probably live 
many years to do good, and be richer than 
if he stayed here and followed merchandis-
ing. We have called them because we want 
them to go, and we wish them to go their 
way rejoicing.

We have promised the Missionaries,
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