
if they will live according to the manifesta-
tions of the Spirit, and preach the Gospel 
by the power of God sent down from heav-
en, that they will feel more of the Spirit 
and power of their calling than they have 
ever felt before. Do you think that we are 
always going to remain the same size? I am 
not a stereotyped Latter-day Saint, and do 
not believe in the doctrine. Every year the 
Elders of Israel are improving and learn-
ing, and have more power, more influ-
ence with the Heavens, more power over 
the elements, and over diseases, and over 
the power of Satan, who has ruled this 
earth from the days of the fall until now. 
We have to gain power until we break the 
chain of the Enemy. Are we going to stand 
still? Away with stereotyped “Mormons.” 
I have more power than I had last year. I 
feel much stronger than ever before, and 
that too in the power of God; and I feel as 
though I could take the people and bring 
them into the presence of God, if they only 
hearken to counsel. Do you think that I 
am improving? “Yes.” Keep up, then; keep 
your places, and follow in the track.

The kingdom of God is all that is of 
real worth. All else is not worth possess-
ing, either here or hereafter. Without it, all 
else would be like a dry tree prepared for 
the burning—it is all consumed, and the 
ashes are driven to the four winds. Let the 
brethren who go upon missions go with 
the power of God upon them, and shun 
every appearance of evil. Love the Gospel 
and cling to the Lord. Seek unto him by 
day and by night, that you may have his 
Holy Spirit to be with you to guide your 
feet and your affections, and give you wis-
dom to ask and answer questions; then you 
will not be apt to fall into temptation and 
be caught away in the snares of the Devil.

So far as I have learned, the brethren 
and sisters have most liberally responded 
to the call made on them last Sunday for 
sending forth the Elders. I have not a full 
list of the contributions, or I would re-
port it to you today. A few of the Bishops 
have reported to me what their Wards 
have done, but I have not learned the full 
amount that has been collected. So far as I 
can learn, the Saints have felt the respon-
sibility that is upon them. It belongs to us 
to send the Gospel to the uttermost parts 
of the earth, and it belongs to the Elders 
to preach it. Some may say that the Elders 
ought to start from here without anything, 
and go into the world and get their sup-
port. You who have never given anything, 
since you have been in the Church, for the 
spread of the Gospel, have an opportunity 
to begin now; and those who have always 
been on hand to help will help more; and 
between the two classes, we will receive 
enough to send the Elders abroad, and sus-
tain their families during their absence, so 
far as their families need assistance.

I wish the Elders to go forth as I have 
taught them. If you have a clean shirt and 
one to be washed, then be satisfied. If you 
are clothed so as to be comfortable, be sat-
isfied, and do not let your minds reach out 
after anything, only to preach the Gospel 
and gather the souls of men. That is all the 
business you have upon your hands—it is 
your whole mission; and trust in God to 
get home—trust in the Lord to go from 
place to place, and the way will be opened 
for you. And when you start to come 
home, if you have more than you need to 
bring you home, without bringing a dress 
pattern for your wife or children, and 
though, when you reach home, your own 
clothes will be worn to strings and tatters, 
if you have five dollars more than you need
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