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to defray your expenses on your return,

help the poor Saints with it, and I will

warrant youmore food to eat, more cloth-

ing to wear, and more friends in heaven

and on earth, more houses, lands, and

possessions, than you would have, were

you to bring home rich dresses for your

wives and expensive clothes for your-

selves, with your minds shrunk with cov-

etousness and love of the world.

I have been striving with my

brethren, all the day long, to build up

the kingdom of God. As long as Joseph

lived, I labored with all my might with

my brethren. In the days of the Prophet

it was proven to a demonstration that he

could not bear off this kingdom without

temporal means. If this was absolutely

necessary in his day, why not now? El-

ders of Israel have taken a course—those

who have been to Australia, to the East

Indies, to California, San Bernardino,

the State of New York, Philadelphia, and

other places in the United States, and

those who have had charge of the Euro-

pean Missions, to keep every dime out

of my hands. I will not suffer this any

longer. They require me to bear off the

kingdom of God, and they would keep

every dollar from me, if they could. I

am satisfied with the brethren, for they

seem to have supposed that this king-

dom was a kingdom of merchandise. I do

not say that the brethren have done as

they have with their eyes open, for they

are as good men as ever walked on this

footstool; but they have been mistaken.

This is the kingdom of God, to gather the

poor, for the poor are the people of God,

and they shall inherit the earth; and if

you make merchandise of anything, buy

the souls of the children of men, and

bring them into the kingdom of God, and

lay them at the feet of Jesus.

Every person who knows anything

about life must know that it requires

means to carry on this work; and that

means I shall require, from this day

forth, to be at my control, and not at the

beck and call of every Elder; and at the

same time they make me gather the poor

and pay all the debts of the Church. We

want to build the Temple walls on this

block. We now support thousands of peo-

ple, and wish to support thousands more.

They want hats, coats, shirts, dresses,

tea, coffee, and sugar. The wife wants

the comforts of life to give to her hus-

band while he is laboring hard, and for

herself while she is knitting stockings,

etc., for the hands. The Elders abroad

are wallowing in their riches, and there

are women here before me in their silks

and satins that have been bought with

money that belongs to my purse. They

shall not do this any longer. I wrote

to brother Calkin to give me a history

of matters abroad: he has done so. In

the emigration operations of one season

Church funds were kept out of my hands

by Elders, and they rolled seventy-six

thousand dollars of Church indebtedness

on me to pay, and that too without the

least notification, until it was all trans-

acted and done. While the Elders were

buying the best silks and satins for their

wives, and the most expensive clothes for

themselves, with the money that I ought

to have controlled (going out preachers

and coming home merchants, with their

pockets full of money and drafts), I have

had to take the old worn-out horses, and

the old toothless cows, and the potatoes,

and wheat, when they would not bring

money, and make a shift of a shirt, and

a shirt of a shift, and a pair of breeches

of a shirt, and then make another shift

to get hold of money to keep the work

in motion. If I were not one of the best

financiers on the earth, we should have

been in trouble today; and all I know,

God has taught me. I have been obliged

to ask brother Wells to work like a


