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slave, to deal for me here and there,

and change property, and to keep him

running until he was almost run out;

and now the people are teasing him all

the time, for they want dresses, shirts,

boots, pantaloons, etc.; and he has noth-

ing to give them, while some are rolling

in wealth.

I am going to make the Elders of Is-

rael help to bear off this kingdom, or I

will scourge them until they do. "How

is it with yourself, brother Brigham?" I

would rather wear gray homespun than

your fine broadcloth. I have it made up;

but, to please my family and the people,

I wear such as I do. I would as soon wear

a good homemade coat as a coat of the

finest cloth in the world. As to food, my

greatest luxury is roasted potatoes and a

little good, clean, sour buttermilk. Such

fare is good enough for Brigham.

Now, let me say to you all, and

hear it, O Israel, you have either to

give me the control of the Church

funds, and pay your Tithing promptly,

or take the responsibility of bearing off

this kingdom. If the Twelve Apostles

and the Presidents of Seventies and the

High Priests will take the responsibil-

ity of bearing off this kingdom and send-

ing the Gospel to the uttermost parts of

the earth, of gathering the poor, build-

ing up Zion, and doing all that is nec-

essary preparatory to the coming of the

Son of Man, Brigham is with you to la-

bor with you all his days, and support

himself. I have fed and clothed myself

from the beginning, and I am willing to

do it now, and to spend all my time in

the work of God, no matter in what de-

partment. If you take the responsibility,

you shall have the means; but if you roll

the responsibility upon me, I must have

the means. If you wish me to bear off the

kingdom, will you give me the means to

do it with? If you will, raise your right

hands. [All hands were raised. To the

contrary vote, not a hand was raised.]

We all should follow our leader; and

when we are perfectly united in one, we

produce the best results for Israel.

God bless you! Amen.


