
I feel the force of the ancient saying—
“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is 
for brethren to dwell together in unity! It is 
like the precious ointment upon the head, 
that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron’s 
beard: that went down to the skirts of his 
garments; As the dew of Hermon, and as 
the dew that descended upon the moun-
tains of Zion: for there the Lord command-
ed the blessing, even life for evermore.”

I realize all that has just been said in re-
gard to the blessings of heaven being ready 
to be poured out upon this people, if they 
were prepared to receive them, and that too 
in a far greater degree than has ever entered 
into the heart of man to conceive; for the 
heart of man is incapable of fully compre-
hending the blessings that God has in store 
for the faithful, unless he has revealed those 
blessings to them by the revelations of his 
Spirit. The natural man is contracted in 
his feelings, in his views, faith, and desires, 
and so are the Saints, unless they live their 
religion. If they live their religion, all that 
has been said this morning they will fully 
 realize to be true.

It may be asked, “Shall we go to the 
world for wisdom?” They have none, so 
far as pertains to the plan of salvation. To 
be sure, they have considerable knowl-
edge of the arts and sciences; but in those 
do they understand all that has formerly 
been understood? I have no idea that

they do. Do they know anything of the 
things of God? No. Brother Taylor ob-
served, “Go to the priests of the day, and 
they cannot inform you.” There is a good 
reason why—because they know nothing 
directly in regard to the things of the king-
dom, and they are equally ignorant with 
regard to the design of their present exis-
tence, to say nothing of either their prior 
or future existence. They are a mystery to 
themselves, and do not even understand the 
things which they see; still they are search-
ing and researching, and studying and striv-
ing with all their powers to understand the 
things they see every day, and come short 
of doing that. How, then, can they under-
stand the invisible things that pertain to 
eternity? There is no knowledge of these 
things in the so-called Christian world, in 
comparison with what they should possess, 
in consideration of the advantages which 
have been granted to them, neither is that 
knowledge among those denominated hea-
then. There are only a few dark traditions—
a few incorrect and garbled ceremonies and 
ordinances remaining of the true system 
that was once possessed by mankind.

We are in the kingdom of God, and 
must yield obedience to it. We say that we 
do—we feel that we do, but when will this 
people fully see and understand things as 
they are? I may answer in the future, and 
all I can now say is that they are learning

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES188

BLESSINGS OF THE SAINTS—COVETOUSNESS,  ETC.

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG, MADE IN THE BOWERY,  

GREAT SALT LAKE CITY,  SEPTEMBER 30,  1860

Reported by G.  D.  Watt

z

JOD Vol 8-LIVE.indd   188JOD Vol 8-LIVE.indd   188 5/13/20   8:55 PM5/13/20   8:55 PM


