
fallen from grace and have received the 
spirit of the world. Those Elders are not 
willing to acknowledge this, but almost ev-
ery track they make proves it; almost every 
deed they perform proves that they have 
become lukewarm, and they preach with 
silken lips, and do not pour the truth of 
God upon the people as the Lord wishes 
them to, nor cause the overt acts of the un-
godly to feel the wrath of justice and the 
weight of truth. This is what I see, and 
what I have seen for a long time.

People become covetous. The whole 
world is more or less covetous; and when 
the questions are asked, “Where shall we go 
for wisdom—for strength? To whom shall 
we apply for knowledge? Where shall we 
seek for life?”—there is but one source, and 
that is the God who organized us. When 
will we become entirely independent? 
Never, though we are as independent in 
our spheres as the Gods of eternity are in 
theirs. When will we lead out and act for 
ourselves? When we have overcome, and 
that is not yet. Jesus has not yet overcome; 
he has not received his kingdom from the 
Father. He has to contend against the en-
emy—against the power of the Devil, until 
he overcomes death and him that has the 
power of it. If he is successful, and we be-
lieve that he will be, when he overcomes 
and subdues all enemies and puts them 
under his feet, he will present the king-
dom to the Father; and then he will be 
crowned, and not until then. When will 
we be crowned? Not until we pass through 
ordeals preparatory to receiving those 
crowns. We are not our own. We have our 
existence, but it is not our own.

That which we seem to possess is not our 
own, but is owned and controlled by a su-
perior power. Even the power of the Devil 
can take money from one man’s pocket 
and place it in another man’s pocket, to

say nothing of what the power of God can 
do. Some men seemingly possess much 
riches, as did Job, and how long may it 
be before they have not a farthing’s worth 
of property, or a wife, or child? In a few 
weeks the Lord took almost all from Job; 
he spared to him a wife, who, as recorded 
in the Bible, seemed to taunt Job’s trust in 
his God—his fidelity to his Maker. “Now,” 
says she, “you had better curse God at once 
and die. I told you that he would not stand 
by you.” I presume Job felt like saying, 
“Go to the Devil your own road.”

Who does have true power? Those who 
have overcome and sat down with the 
Gods in eternity, and who have commit-
ted to them the keys that are prepared for 
them. Then they can reign triumphantly, 
for they have perfect control over death 
and him that has the power of death, and 
over all evil: then they control life.

I frequently reflect upon how much 
power we need. You hear the Elders of 
Israel praying for power to overcome their 
enemies: they want power to strike them 
blind and to strike them dead. We have 
seen times, within a few years back, when 
we would have been glad to have had pow-
er to destroy our enemies. Have you power, 
independently, to make a kernel of wheat 
grow, or any vegetable with which to feed 
yourselves? No; you have not power to 
control those lesser powers that pertain to 
the elements.

What does the Lord want of us? To 
build temples, raise potatoes, wheat, etc., 
and preach the Gospel to and gather the 
poor. The Elders of Israel do not thor-
oughly know how to do this; yet they 
want to rise here and tell how the Gods are 
made. They had better learn how to raise 
potatoes, and how to take care of them 
after they are raised. Some do not know 
even this, but would let the potatoes rot
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